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Abstract: On the basis of a qualitative longitudinal study of 14 German couples,
the conditions that are necessary and sufficient for an equal division of labour in
the transition to parenthood are examined in an explorative way. Based on the as-
sumption that couples with educational homogamy on a high level are probably
more prone and sufficiently assertive to establish egalitarian relationships, we show
that such arrangements cannot be sustained or achieved without the existence of
specific contiguous conditions. A comparison of attitudes, family values and norms
with actual everyday routines also suggests in many cases the well-known “verbal
open-mindedness and rigid behaviour”.
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1 Introduction

The transition to first parenthood involves major changes to couples’ everyday lives
with consequences which can hardly be adequately assessed and planned for in
advance. So far, the processes of decision making and coping with everyday life
during this phase as well as the resulting longer-term consequences for couple’s
equal division of labour have rarely been analysed. Particularly for career-oriented
and similarly (highly) educated couples the question arises how employment and
family work can be shared in the transition to parenthood. Traditional gender roles,
which generally assume complementary productivity by the partners, do not offer
much orientation to such couples.

Although in opinion polls more and more people recently desire an equal di-
vision of labour (e.g. Lidck 2009), this “verbal open-mindedness” continues to be
contrasted in everyday life by a “rigid behaviour” (Beck/Beck-Gernsheim 1995: 20).
For example, 45 percent of fathers would like to take parental leave (/nstitut fir
Demoskopie 2005: 11-12), yet under the conditions of the new parental leave regu-

© Federal Institute for Population Research 2013 URL: www.comparativepopulationstudies.de
DOI: 10.4232/10.CP0S-2013-06en URN: urn:nbn:de:bib-cpos-2013-06en2



616 ¢ Anna Dechant, Florian Schulz

lations, only about 19 percent actually do so (Statistisches Bundesamt 2010: Table
1). Research on housework reveals a similar picture. Although at the beginning of
intimate relationships housework is frequently shared equally, with increased re-
lationship duration and in particular following the birth of the first child, however,
responsibilities are shifted increasingly towards the women. Couples arranging the
division of labour equally on a sustained basis are still relatively rare (cf. e.g. Schulz
2010). Hence, gender-specific division of labour is changing far more slowly than the
corresponding attitudes.”

According to the egalitarian values model (van Berkel/de Graaf 1999), lasting
egalitarian arrangements can be expected primarily among couples in which both
partners have a high level of education and therefore, according to the assump-
tion, have not only a similar degree of human capital, but are also rather open to
liberal values and gender egalitarianism. Our qualitative empirical study focuses
on 14 such couples in the transition to parenthood. In the following, we will at first
discuss the theoretical expectations of the model in detail. It has become customary
in the literature about the gendered division of labour to at least mention a variety
of theories and mechanisms concerning the division of paid and unpaid work (e.g.
Becker’s human resource approach, different resource theories or the “doing gen-
der” approach), because none of the established theories alone can comprehen-
sively explain the division of paid and unpaid work in intimate relationships (Wen-
gler et al. 2009). However, since we are not striving for a theory-testing analysis,
but are exploratively seeking specific conditions underlying the observed arrange-
ments, which for all intents and purposes go beyond the range of the established
approaches, we deem the egalitarian values model as quite sufficient as a heuristic
starting point for reconstructing the couple biographies.

In the first empirical step, we illuminate the individual components of the model,
namely which educational constellations the couples exhibit, which attitudes the
partners have, which types of division of labour they practised before, during and
after the transition to parenthood and how individual normative beliefs and every-
day routines are correlated.

Nonetheless, it appears that a high level of education and a greater open-mind-
edness towards democratic arrangements is merely a necessary and not yet a suf-
ficient prerequisite for lastingly breaking down traditional structures if considering
that tendencies of traditionalisation are also detectable in couples with educational
homogamy on a high level (cf. Schulz 2010). In a second empirical step, we therefore
examine which conditions lead to some couples resisting the traditionalising effect
of the transition to parenthood with regard to the division of labour, while others are
not able to do so. In this way, we gain indications of which conditions may be suf-
ficient for a successful egalitarian division of labour.

1 We use the terms attitudes, values, orientations etc. following the suggestions that are going to

be discussed in the editorial of the special issue to which this article will be assigned.
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2 Theoretical considerations: The egalitarian values model

Many empirical studies about the value change among women and men supply
evidence that young couples are increasingly questioning traditional gender roles
and developing egalitarian ideals of living together (e.g. Liick 2009). The question
of which conditions are necessary in order to implement this normative change in
actual everyday routines is investigated by van Berkel and de Graaf (1999) in their
egalitarian values model using the division of housework as example.

The basis of their argumentation is the assumption that the education of the
individuals can indicate specific values, attitudes and gender role orientations, as
well as being interpreted as human capital. In the first case, van Berkel and de Graaf
(1999) anticipate a negative relation between the educational level and the time
spent doing housework by men and women, since taking up household duties rais-
es the opportunity costs of lost employment income. At the couple level, based
on resource theoretical arguments this results in various constellations of which
the theoretically most interesting is that of couples with educational homogamy.
In these cases, the resource theories (cf. e.g. Blau 1964; Ott 1992) would predict an
equal distribution of housework between the partners. In all other cases the division
of labour is determined by the difference in the educational levels of the partners,
whereby the partner with a higher level of education tends to do less housework (cf.
Schulz 2010).

Another expectation with regard to the division of labour arises when consider-
ing the effect of the educational level as different support for values of equality and
equity: “Whereas for the lower educated inequality between the sexes is given,
the higher educated are aiming at gender equality in public and private spheres as
much as possible” (van Berkel/de Graaf 1999: 790).

Against this background, van Berkel and de Graaf (1999) argue that an equal dis-
tribution of housework will not be achieved in all homogamous couples, but that the
level of homogamy is also relevant. They only anticipate an egalitarian division of
housework when both partners have a high level of education, since such couples
are more inclined to pursue democratic values. These not only include tolerance,
freedom and equality, but also gender-specific egalitarianism. By contrast, among
couples with lower levels of education, traditional gender roles are continuously
predominant. To support this argument, van Berkel and de Graaf (1999: 790) use
empirical evidence from research on attitude and modernisation theory. It appears,
for instance, that there is largely agreement in the literature on democratisation
processes that a higher level of education is linked with greater approval for demo-
cratic values of equality and equity, which is also reflected in everyday actions.
Also, modernisation theorists have pointed out that the educational expansion is
one of the major factors determining the change of family and gender roles in west-
ern industrial nations. Besides the economical aspects associated with this, it also
accounts for cultural changes with regard to once deeply rooted values and ideals
(cf. e.g. also Ldick 2009).

In their study for the Netherlands, van Berkel and de Graaf (1999) found em-
pirical evidence for their considerations. Further indications in favour of the model
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are found in a Danish study by Bonke and Esping-Andersen (2011). Using time use
data, they show that time used for childcare tends to be equally distributed among
couples with educational homogamy on a high level, in particular because the men
in these couples are considerably more involved than in couples with other educa-
tional constellations. They also interpret their finding stressing the significance of
values and attitudes. A third indication that this specific couple constellation may
stimulate greater gender equality in intimate relationships is provided by Green-
stein (1996). Using US data, he shows that it is not enough if only one of the partners
in a marriage pursues liberal gender role orientations to avoid traditional house-
work patterns. In his cross-sectional study, he reveals that the chances for turning
away from traditional patterns in everyday life are the greatest if both partners have
a “non-traditional” orientation (cf. also Kiinz/er/Walter 2001: 195). Grasping educa-
tion as an indicator for these “non-traditional” orientations, this interpretation cor-
responds to that of the egalitarian values model of van Berkel and de Graaf (1999).
Finally, in his study of the division of housework in the course of marriages, Schulz
(2010) finds empirical evidence in favour of the egalitarian values model for Western
Germany.

Since it can be assumed that the relationship between educational level and
approval of more egalitarian divisions of labour does not only apply to housework,
but also to childcare and employment, we generalise the egalitarian values model
in this manner. Hence, the working hypothesis for our qualitative empirical study
is that the tendency of couples to fairly share employment and family tasks in the
course of their relationship and specifically in the transition to parenthood is more
pronounced among couples with educational homogamy on a high level; at the
same time, these couples should show the lowest propensity to.

The discrepancies between the results of the attitude measurements and studies
of actual everyday realities are, however, often obvious. Compared to couples with
other educational compositions highly educated homogamous couples may exhibit
an increased propensity to change their arrangement over the course of their re-
lationships towards an equal division of labour or to retain such an arrangement;
however this does not mean that they are basically able to resist tendencies to tra-
ditionalise. As the longitudinal study by Schulz (2010) on the division of housework
shows, traditionalisation is the most frequent pattern among these couples, butto a
lesser extent than among couples, for example, in which the man has a higher edu-
cational level than the woman. In the population average this leads to the continued
dominance of the traditional division of labour among couples in Germany as in all
other western industrial nations (cf. for Germany e.g. Huinink/Réhler 2005; Kihhirt
2011; Réhler/Huinink 2010; Schulz 2010; Wengler et al. 2009; international: e.g. Bax-
ter et al. 2008; Kaufmann 2005; Schober 2011; Wiesmann 2010).

In a qualitative study of dual earner couples working in science, Schulte (2002)
showed that a high level of education is not “automatically” accompanied by an
equal division of labour. Buchebner-Ferst/ and Rille-Pfeiffer (2008) demonstrate,
also using qualitative interviews, how personal preferences concerning paid work
and values play a role with regard to an equal division of childcare, while they are
less explanatory for the division of housework.
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Against this background, we anticipate that a higher level of education paired
with greater open-mindedness towards egalitarian arrangements is not a sufficient
condition ensuring a lasting breakdown of traditional gender-specific structures in
intimate relationships. In fact, the combination of circumstances in everyday life
must also enable to practise an egalitarian division of labour. Therefore in this em-
pirical study we search for the conditions that differentiate those couples who are
successful in egalitarianism from those who pursue the traditional middle-class pat-
terns concerning the gendered division of labour in the course of the transition to
parenthood.

3 Data and methods

For the empirical study, we use data from a qualitative longitudinal study from the
years 2006 and 2007 (Schulz et al. 2008).2 The aim of this study was to examine
the division of labour in couples in the transition to their first parenthood. For this
purpose, 14 couples were theoretically sampled (Gl/aser/Strauss 1998). They had
to be cohabitating, childless and in the fourth to eighth months pregnant with their
first child at the time of the first interview. Among all of these couples both partners
were gainfully employed and had almost equal, in most cases high levels of educa-
tional resources. A second interview was held approximately six to twelve months
following the birth of the child. Both partners were interviewed separately. The fo-
cus of the interviews was on the partners’ distribution of employment, housework
and childcare. All of these aspects were surveyed for the time of the interview as
well as retro- and prospectively. The event-centred longitudinal design of the study
allows examining the impact of the birth of the couple’s first child on their division
of labour.

The qualitative longitudinal design enables the comparison of the developments
in the division of labour among couples with predominantly similar initial situations.
According to the theoretical considerations in terms of the egalitarian values mod-
els it can be anticipated for people who are mostly educational homogamous on
a high level that they practise an equal division of labour both prior to the birth of
the child and continue to do so afterwards. Using the available data we can retrace
the specific situations, expectations and rationales as well as the actual process of
everyday routines among these specific couple constellations and determine the
reasons for possible deviations from the model on the basis of concrete examples.

The interviews were analysed using a combination of approaches of qualitative
content analysis as proposed by Mayring (2008), the construction of types accord-
ing to individual cases as proposed by Kelle and K/uge (2010) and the confrontation

2 We thank the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft and the Bayerische Staatsministerium fir Ar-

beit und Sozialordnung, Familie und Frauen for financially supporting the data collection proc-
ess as well as the analysis. The study is documented in detail in Schulz et al. (2008), in particular
with regard to the sampling, the interview guidelines and socio-demographic information about
those surveyed.
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of theory-guided hypotheses with qualitative data as proposed by Hopf (1993). In
the qualitative content analysis, the relevant contents for the division of the different
tasks are worked out from the interviews in a rule-based process. The themes of
the interview manual serve as deductive categories, which are supplemented with
aspects inductively gained from the data. This method condenses the contents of
the single interviews (Mayring 2008). It is done for both interview times. Based on
this summarising content analysis, each couple is examined as an individual case in
order to illuminate the division of labour before and after the birth of the first child
and ascertain and explain processes of change. In the next step, classificatory real
types are formed from these individual cases (Kelle/Kluge 2010). Significant factors
thereby are how the couples arrange their division of labour before and after the
birth of their first child and which changes occurred in the transition to parenthood.
Then, from the different behavioural patterns of the division of labour in the tran-
sition to parenthood, couples are deliberately chosen to identify the factors that
lead to the different developments in the division of paid and unpaid work in the
transition to first parenthood within the individual patterns. For the identification,
as recommended by Hopf (1993), we always kept in mind our working hypothesis
that egalitarian divisions can be expected to a greater degree among those couples
we examined with educational homogamy on a high level. This hypothesis refers to
singular facts and can therefore also be confirmed or rejected based on individual
couples.

Educational constellations in the sample

Among 11 of the 14 interviewed couples, both partners have a similar educational
degree; thisisin ten cases a higher education entrance qualification (or an advanced
technical college entrance qualification), in one case a secondary educational cer-
tificate. Among two couples, the woman has a higher level of education than her
partner; the opposite is the case among one couple. In general, the respondents of
the sample have an above-average high level of education, 23 of the 28 interview-
ees have a university-entrance diploma or technical diploma. Therefore this study
is well suited for comparing and analysing the basic idea of the egalitarian values
approach and the actual argumentation strategies of respondents with higher edu-
cational degrees, whether and to what extent these ideals are expressed and agree
with the actual division of labour. We can also see whether the statements made
and/or the actions change over the course of the birth.

Because we used a theoretical sampling, the couples are not a statistically rep-
resentative random sample. This is emphasized by the attribute distributions of the
respondents (Schulz et al. 2008), which differ considerably from figures that are
representative of the population (e.g. higher average age of the women at their first
child). However, it is not the aim of our study to provide quantitative certainties for
the relations found, but instead to identify an empirical spectrum of possible sce-
narios for the division of labour in the transition to parenthood. In this respect we
understand our interpretations in terms of “exemplary generalisations” (Wah/ et al.
1982: 206; translated by the authors).



Division of Paid and Unpaid Work in the Transition to Parenthood * 621

4 Empirical findings

In the description of the empirical findings, we begin with the change of the division
of labour in the transition to parenthood, then search for reasons for these proc-
esses and finally work out the conditions for egalitarian division of paid and unpaid
work based on two exemplary cases.

Division of labour before and after the birth of the child

Table 1 shows that only 4 of the 25 possible combinations for the division of house-
work and employment are observable. Prior to the birth of the first child, almost half
of the couples divide up housework in approximately equal parts.3 In the other cas-
es, the women do the larger part of the housework than the men. The pattern with
regard to employment reveals that among most of the couples both partners are
employed to an approximately equal extent. In three cases, the man works longer
hours than the woman, in one couple the opposite is the case.?

Tab. 1: Division of housework and employment before the birth of the first
mutual child

Division of housework

Man alone |Man > Woman | Man = Woman | Man < Woman | Woman alone

Man alone
% £ | Man > Woman B,D,H
c E
£ 3 | Man = Woman A,C,F G KN LJ, LM
>c
8 £ | Man < Woman E
Woman alone

Note: Categorization of the couples under the five categories is based essentially on the
respondents’ self-assessments, which were, however, validated using both partners’ eve-
ryday histories that were reported independently of this explicitly requested information.

Source: own design

We label the couples who divide up both housework and employment equally
(A, C, F, G, K, N) as egalitarian, the couples in which the women do a larger share

3 In the following, housework is defined as all activities that arise in and around the home, in ad-

dition to cooking, cleaning, tidying up, shopping and similar, also such tasks as repairs, garden-
ing and manual work. This broad definition of housework enables a comprehensive look at the
entire work of reproduction in the domestic sphere independent of the gender-specific division
of certain activities into so-called “female” or “male” activities.

Since gainful employment of both partners was a sample criterion, the case is excluded that
only one of the partners is employed.
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of the housework and at the same time work the same (I, J, L, M) or lesser hours (B,
D, H) than their partners are labelled as couples with partially specialised arrange-
ments. Couple E can also be counted among this group since the man spends a lot
of time working towards his professional further qualification, which in the narrower
sense does not count as time for employment.

Table 2 shows how the couples divide up housework, employment and childcare
following the transition to parenthood. Only two of the couples continue to share the
housework in an equal manner (C, H). In all of the other cases, the women do most
of or all of the housework. The distribution of employment has also changed: in 5
of the 14 couples, both partners work roughly the same hours. In the same number
of couples the women work considerably fewer hours than the men. In another four
cases only the men are employed or the women only work marginal hours.

Tab. 2: Division of housework, employment and childcare six to twelve months
following the birth of the first mutual child

Division of housework

Man = Woman Man < Woman Woman alone
Division of childcare
Man = Woman | Man < Woman Woman alone Woman alone
“— % Man alone D,L G N
°E
c >
2 5 |Man > Woman A E F, KM
L5
S
& 5 |Man = Woman C,H B, I J

Note: See Tab. 1.

Source: own design

The birth of the first mutual child adds childcare as a new set of responsibilities
to the couples’ work duties. Only two of the couples share these duties equally; for
the majority, childcare becomes the responsibility of the women. In our sample, at
the time of the second interviews, none of the men takes on a greater share of the
care of the child as their partners. Retrospectively, some couples report that the
fathers took on a greater portion of childcare directly following the birth in order
to relieve the women and allow them to recover from the delivery. However, this
involvement was usually reduced by the men with the progressive convalescence
of the women.

A more differentiated picture is seen following the transition to parenthood with
regard to the combination of shares of housework, employment and childcare. Two
couples divide up these spheres largely equally, whereby one of these couples
practised a partially specialised arrangement prior to the birth. There are also cou-
ples with a partially specialised division of labour. Contrary to the situation before
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the birth of the first child, at the time of the second interview there are also couples
who chose a highly specialised division of labour.

A descriptive look at the arrangements and the patterns (Fig. 1) illustrates that
before the birth roughly half of the couples shared paid and unpaid work equally,
however only one (couple C) was able to retain this arrangement beyond the birth
of the child. Another couple (H) shares the tasks at the time of the second interview
equally, while beforehand it had a partially specialised division of housework and
employment. Among the other couples we observed a (further) polarisation of re-
sponsibilities according to the traditional family model according to which the man
is increasingly employed and the woman does the domestic chores.

Fig. 1: Patterns of the individual couples
Labour division before Labour division after
childbirth childbirth
Egalitarian = i Egalitarian

(Partly) Specialised (Partly) Specialised

Legend:

— Pattern of couple C

— - > Pattern of couples A, F, G, Kand N
--------- » Pattern of couples B, D, E, |, J,Land M
- - -» Pattern of couple H

Source: own design

Family values, family norms and the actual division of labour prior to the
birth of the first child

According to the egalitarian values model, nearly all of the couples in our sample
should prefer and practise an arrangement of dividing labour equally. In this section,
we compile the ideas expressed and the actual practice of the couples, in order to
see which family values and norms were explicitly or implicitly communicated by
the respondents and whether these concur with their actions.

All in all, the interviews contain many indications of the values of the couples
interviewed. Largely all of the respondents refer to the egalitarian model. Dividing
earning and family work equally between the partners appears to be a central and
largely understood reference value for the couples. In addition, the couples differ in
whether they strive for the equality ideal with or without conditions, or exclude it en-
tirely for their actual situation and merely consider it a general frame of reference.

Prior to the birth, it was initially understood by all of the respondents that both
partners have a paid work; this was not justified or questioned in the interviews by
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any of the individuals.® This indicates that for childless couples with a similarly high
level of education there is something like a dual earners norm that overrides the
traditionally polarised gender roles ideal.

We also encounter this unquestioned ideal of equality with regard to the divi-
sion of housework, in this case from the perspective of a man and practised by G
and K:

“Basically, it’s, it's fifty-fifty ... Yet it just worked out that way” (a)
(Int_K2: 246, 258).5

Other men argue,
“Yeah, it was ... clear to me in the first place that the household (b)
/s not just ... women’s work ... that’s the way | was brought up,
too, we always had to help out and that’s the way it is there, too”
(Int_L2: 127).

With a closer look at the arrangements practised by these couples, however,
these expressed ideals prove to be more a case of “verbal open-mindedness,” since
“together” does not necessarily mean “the same amount”. Only one of the men with
this justification pattern (couple F) shares the housework with his partner equally,
while the others (couples E, L) do a lesser share of the work than their female part-
ners.

Men who detach themselves from the implicit egalitarian ideal and cite condi-
tions for an egalitarian division of housework, tend to act to a greater degree ac-
cording to their verbalised ideal. One example is the employment of both partners:

“it’s clear from the start that..., if both go to work ... both also have (c)
to somehow do something” (Int_A2: 239).

The majority of those men who made such statements also practise an egalitar-
ian arrangement in housework (couples A, C, N); only one of them does less than
his partner (couple M). This can be interpreted in the sense of the bargaining theory
(Ott 1992) but also available time (Coverman 1985) or the couple’s ideals of fairness
(Deutsch 1975).

5 At both interview times, all of the couples we directly asked for the reasons for the described
division of labour in the two/three spheres. The statements are an initial indication of the re-
sponse to the question of how the respective division came about. Since it is probable that the
respondents are not aware of all of the reasons or they might not want to state some of them,
throughout the entire interview additional or deviating explanations were sought.

The interview quotes are marked as follows: First it can be identified whether it was the first (Int)
or the second interview (Int2), the ensuing letters indicate which couple it is with the respective
identifying letters and which partner (1 for women and 2 for men) stated the quote. The para-
graph numbers of the location of the text are documented after the colon. The paragraphs were
numbered in sequence from top to bottom. “I” indicates passages by the interviewer. Passages
by the respondent begin with “R”. Omissions are noted with three dots. All quotes are trans-
lated from the German originals which can be found in the Appendix as well as in the German
original article (doi: 10.4232/10.CP0S-2013-06de, urn: urn:nbn:de:bib-cpos-2013-06de4).
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We encounter this conditioned ideal in its most acute form in rather resource-
oriented rationales in Coverman’s sense (1985):
“Just due to the fact that | work full-time and she works part-time (d)
she simply does ... the chores in the morning ... that come up and by
the time | get home in the evening it’s done, and that’s why there’s
rather little for me to do” (Int_J2: 210).

This means whoever spends more time at their jobs has to spend less time do-
ing housework, and only when both partners work the same hours, the housework
should also be shared equally. All of the men who follow this pattern of argumenta-
tion do less household chores than their partners (couples B, D, H, |, J), even if both
of them are employed almost identical hours (couples I, J).

We also encounter the unconditioned and conditioned justifications in the wom-
en’s interviews, at first using the example of implicitness (practised this way by
couples A, C, F, H; traditional-specialised deviation with couple L):

“l simply thought it was understood that if he’s there anyway — even (e)
if he’s not living here all the time — that he can do his part and that

was also clear to him in the first place, because he’s not the kind of

guy who would sit back and let himself be taken care of ..., but that

was also natural for him that he also ... would do household things”
(Int_A1: 208).

However, the women more frequently express the conditioned ideal with regard
to available time resources (cf. Coverman 1985):
“We do it over the weekend, too, J. [husband] does things some- (f)
times, but | don’t think it’s all so necessary if | have time to get it
done” (Int_J1: 594).

Most of the women who use this strategy of argumentation (couples B, D, E, H, |,
J) do a greater share of the work than their partner. Couple E is particularly remark-
able in this respect, because although the woman works longer hours away from
home she nonetheless spends more time doing housework in order to take the bur-
den off her partner’s shoulders since he is in further training. By contrast, couple K
equally divides up the housework using these justification patterns.
One woman reports that the egalitarian division developed without any closer
scrutiny:
“I: How did you share the work as first? Did you ever talk about (9)
it? ...
R: Actually, it usually just happened” (Int_N1: 223-229).

In only one case a woman, but none of the men, referred to the traditional image
of the family (couple M), this couple is indeed best characterised by a traditional
division of labour:
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“R: There was never any question about it. ... It was always un- (h)
derstood that this [the housework] would be my responsibility.”
(Int_M1: 337-340).

This unquestioned adoption of the traditional woman'’s role fits into the logic of
the egalitarian values model, since couple M have less high educational levels. In
this constellation the model does not assume an egalitarian, but a (partially) special-
ised division of labour.

Overall, with regard to the reasons given for the present division of labour there
are a number of references to family values, principles and norms, which are also
largely shared and cited by the partners in great agreement. For most of the re-
spondents it is understood that employment and housework are shared by the cou-
ple. However, in practice this does not necessarily mean that they distribute the
amount of work equally, even if the conditions cited for this, such as the repeatedly
mentioned similar amount of paid working hours, are fulfilled. Hence, we already
encounter indications that “verbal open-mindedness” and a high level of education
of both partners are not sufficient to practise an egalitarian division of labour. In
fact, it appears that additional factors play a role for this. Apart from egalitarian at-
titudes, frequent discussions about them are needed to ensure that patterns contra-
dicting the expressed ideals do not inadvertently develop, as is reported by couple
N. Additionally, different degrees of strain in gainful employment also appear to be
balanced out in the domestic sphere, which leads to fairness in the total working
time in the perception of the couples in the sense of the equity approach (cf. e.g.
Deutsch 1975).

Family values, family norms and the actual division of labour following the
birth of the first child

Which developments in the division of paid and unpaid work do the couples expect
in the course of the transition to parenthood? Which changes to the current mutual
responsibility for the spheres of employment and housework do the partners antici-
pate and how do they justify them? Which family values and norms are reflected in
the expectations and realisations?

The anticipations for the first year following the birth of the child can be divided
into four groups. We do not need to differentiate the expectations according to the
respondent’s sex, because in all of the couples both partners expressed very similar
ideals.” First, they expect a polar sharing of tasks following the birth of the child,
whereby the man is largely responsible for earnings and the woman for housework

There are minor differences for example in couple J. The woman plans to return to work fol-
lowing the obligatory maternal leave, while the husband thinks she may take 6 months paternal
leave. Since however over the short-term planning horizon of one year both have the same
expectation, it is not necessary to differentiate between the statements of both respondents.
Similarly minor deviations occur among other couples as well. However, both partners in all
couples roughly refer to the same anticipations.
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and childcare (couples A, D, G, M, N). Most of the couples describe their decision-
making process as a mutual deliberation that the woman initially wants to be there
for the baby and therefore is interrupting her employment. As a consequence of
the interruption, she will have more time at home and, due to this time and spatial
proximity, can take over the housework. The women themselves make this argu-
ment, even if prior to the birth of the child they by no means accepted doing more
housework than their partner based on conventional gender roles:

“so now in the future ... I'm at home and have the child, then it’s (i)

understood that | will do most of the housework, simply because

I'm at home, but if I'm also working, then | don’t see why | should

also do the household just because I'm a woman, not at all and he

accepts it that way, too, ... that’s actually totally obvious to both of

us.” (Int_A1: 54-55).

Some of the women wish to take parental leave on their own, exclude their part-
ners from it, and do not want to relinquish this time at home with the baby. They
very distinctly express the attitude that caring for the child is the woman’s job:

“I: Did you ever consider deciding whether the man might take part (j)
of the parental leave?

R: Yes. ... for me that was not really an issue, because | like staying

at home, ... but | think he ... wouldn’t have had any qualms about be-

ing the house husband and staying at home, but just ... with regard

to breastfeeding, there’s no other way and | would not have allowed
anybody to take that away from me to be quite honest.” (Int_AT:
527-531).

The explicitness with which the traditionally middle-class family values are ex-
plained in the anticipations is not least surprising since, with only one exception,
they did not play any role whatsoever in the justification for the division of employ-
ment and housework at the time of the first interview. Apparently the actors’ values
are influenced to such a degree by the specific situation of the transition to parent-
hood that previously unacceptable traditional patterns of organising everyday rou-
tines and cultural principles are considered feasible and desirable, even if they were
clearly and distinctly rejected in the past. Many couples justify this change by re-
ferring to the biological rationale of breastfeeding. Nonetheless, it remains unclear
whether such traditional arrangements can persist on a continuing basis.

Couples B, F, I, J, Kand L make up the second group of anticipations. They antici-
pate a partially polar division, in which after a certain transitional period (which var-
ies between the duration of maternity leave and a few months) with only the male
being employed, both will again be employed, but the man to a greater extent. The
woman will, however, spend more time on housework and childcare. As expressed
in the quote above (Int_A1), the deviation from the previous ideal of equality is fre-
quently justified using biological reasons.

Only couple E expresses the third type of expectations for their future division of
labour. They assume that they will not achieve their ideal of an egalitarian division
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of labour and will instead live in a polar arrangement, in which the woman will work
full time while the man will have irregular jobs and take over the larger share of the
housework and childcare. The reason cited for this is that the man does not have a
job for the time following the birth and is searching for employment, which makes
the future difficult to plan.

We call the fourth type of anticipations egalitarian since these couples expect
that both of them, after a brief initial period, will do about 50 percent of the work
in all three spheres (couples C, H). Rejection of the traditional, middle-class pattern
is, as van Berkel and de Graaf (1999) assume, important for the couples. As we
describe further below in the specific case studies, here egalitarian values and at-
titudes encounter visions of how conditions can be used and created to also imple-
ment these ideals.

The comparison of anticipations with realisations (cf. Tab. 2) shows that for most
couples wishes and reality coincide. Couples B, E and L were not able to implement
their planned division of labour. In retrospect, this is accounted for in that the em-
ployment situation could not be realised as planned: the woman from couple B has
a larger extent of employment due to a better business situation than expected, but
is also dissatisfied that the child is cared for by an external caregiver to a greater ex-
tent than she wanted. Couple E experienced an entirely new situation, since prior to
the birth the man had temporary employment contracts limited to a very short pe-
riod of time and shortly following the birth was offered a permanent full-time posi-
tion. He took advantage of this opportunity, whereby the woman decided to reduce
her employment hours to care for the child, although this quite clearly contradicted
the egalitarian values expressed by both in all three spheres. The self-employed,
hourly work that the woman from couple L had planned prior to the birth was not
realised; neither she nor her man refer to this however in the second wave.

The following explanatory patterns emerge in a comparison of the rationales for
the chosen arrangements at the time of the second interview. In addition to norma-
tive arguments, situational rationales are also cited here.

Couples A, G and N explain their current arrangement at the second interview
by the fact that the woman wished to care for the child and therefore interrupted
her employment. Therefore, these women take up a far larger share of the childcare
than their full-time employed partners. Both of the partners in these three couples
derive from the fact that the woman spends more time at home that she must do
most of the housework according to the middle-class traditional ideal. In addition,
mainly the women argue according to Coverman (1985) and Deutsch (1975) that
the family can spend quality time together when the man arrives home from work
and he then does not have to do housework. Couple G hires a cleaner, so that this
woman does less household tasks herself than the two others.

Among other couples, it is absolutely no question that both partners are and
want to be employed. This corresponds to the logic of Ott (1992), whereby the own
employment is considered something desirable. The women in couples B, E, F, I, K
and M are, however, employed fewer hours than their partners. One of them (cou-
ple E) reduced her hours to allow her man to take on a full-time job. In this case, at
least temporarily, his employment is given priority, which contradicts the ideal ex-
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pressed repeatedly by both of equally sharing all three spheres. This is justified with
the specific situation that the man has a choice between full-time employment and
unemployment. In this group, all of the women do more housework because they
spend more time at home than the men and thus go along with the expectation of
the man as well as the woman herself of doing a greater share of the routine chores
(conditioned equality ideal). Nonetheless, all of the couples continue to expect that
the man also takes on a certain share of the housework. Hence, the antenatal ideal
of sharing the household work is not entirely abandoned, but adjusted to the situa-
tion. Some of the couples receive support from external service providers (couples
B, ). In all of the cases the women do a greater share of the childcare, some of them
can work from home and care for the child at the same time (couples B, I). All of the
couples however procure support with childcare, whether from their own parents,
day nurseries, babysitters or childminders.

One pattern of explaining the woman’s (at least temporarily) dropping out of
employment is the salary difference of the two partners and the couple’s assess-
ment that the man would probably lose social status at the workplace if he were to
take parental leave. These are therefore economical (e.g. as defined by Becker 1998)
as well as normative arguments, which can be associated with the rationale of the
doing gender approach (cf. e.g. West/Zimmerman 1987). As with the above explana-
tory patterns, couples D, J and L also justify the responsibility of the woman for the
major share of the housework. While the woman in couple D works very few hours,
the woman from couple J works a little more than part-time and the one from couple
L is not employed. The two former organise childcare during their working hours
differently. In one case the child is cared for by the partner (couple D), while in the
other case it is possible and practised to take the child along to work (couple J).

In order to better understand the constellations of conditions and attitudes of
the two couples who practise an egalitarian division of labour following the birth
(couples C, H) and therefore correspond to the expectation of the egalitarian values
approach, in the following we illuminate them in greater detail and sketch the dif-
ferences between them and the couples who exhibit the pattern of a specialised
division of paid and unpaid work.

Case analysis of couple C

Couple C differs from most of the other couples in that both partners are divorced,
but both were still married at the time that they first met. The man must pay sup-
port to his ex-wife and the three children from their marriage. Both partners are
university graduates in the field of business/engineering and work in the sales force
or from home for the same company. For both, many overtime hours are part of
their working routine. Both partners do housework, whereby the couple employs
a cleaner who wipes and vacuums, cleans the bathroom and irons. The man took
up the initiative for this. The couple either does the other household tasks, such as
cooking, together or divides them up, for example grocery shopping. Each partner
does about 50 percent of the household tasks that are not done by their external
helper.
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Both partners consider it natural to share the housework. For the man, the
employment of both partners is the decisive condition for his participation in the
household:

“Well, if my partner were at home all day, it would surely be expect- (k)
ed that she simply does certain things. When you get home in the
evening, it’s clear that certain things are already done. You'd prob-

ably be dissatisfied if they weren’t. Since both of us are out all day,

we're certainly also dissatisfied about certain things. ... But that’s

why you have to divide up the things equally and you don’t have any

right or reason to be dissatisfied if there’s no food on the table in

the evening. ... The only way to find a solution to that is to call first

and ask ‘What’s for dinner? Did you make any plans yet? to make
something yourself or to go out to eat.” (Int_C2: 123).

This implicitness in the division of labour probably also leads to the couple only
speaking very little about how the division actually came about and that they say the
situation arose without question. They also do not express any opinions or attitudes
about the division of labour in general or about gender roles, but the interviews
implicitly contain them. The implicitness of the egalitarian division in particular in-
dicates a greatly internalised ideal of equality as defined by the egalitarian values
approach.

In light of the man’s conditioned expectation of dividing housework equally,
it can be assumed that he anticipates an unequal distribution for the time about
the birth. This is as the woman will be out of the labour market since she plans to
take parental leave after her maternal leave and to interrupt her employment for
six months. However when asked about his expectations for the future, the man
responds that nothing will change since the woman will probably be caring for the
child a great deal. In this, his assessment differs from that of most of the other cou-
ples, who specifically state that since the woman will spend so much time within the
household to care for the child, she will also do more housework.

“I: What do you expect then for the division of housework ..., once ()]
the baby ... has arrived? Do you anticipate ... shifts when the woman

... Is home the first six months? ...

R: I don’t think that anything will change. A. [name of partner] has to

get used to the baby and to handling the baby first and will probably

simply spend a lot of time caring for it.” (Int_C2: 284-286).

Itis very important for the woman to re-enter her job soon. On the one hand that
is the only way she can continue to keep her present position and on the other hand
she enjoys it and wants to avoid the role her mother took on, who stayed home at
the request of her father. In this regard, her man’s support obligations are a wel-
come rationale for substantiating her ideal of an egalitarian division of labour:

“What’s important to me is that | am free to continue to work. S. (m)
[name of the partner] has the charming advantage that