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The Tatar Poor — by Konstantin Lavrskii (1884)

Edited by Stefan B. Kirmse

‘The Tatar Poor’ is a remarkable 40-page booklet published
in 1884 by the Kazan Provincial Administration’s own
printing house. Very few copies of it are still publicly acces-
sible, and mainly in Russian libraries.” This is the first full
translation of the booklet, which deserves to be read and
studied widely because it was, in many ways, unusual for
its time. It is a detailed ethnographic study of rural Muslim
communities in the Russian Empire. While rural ethnogra-
phies became an important genre in tsarist Russia in the
second half of the nineteenth century, they mostly focused
on Russian and other Slavic villages. Studies of Tatars and
other Muslim communities, by contrast, were far less com-
mon, and where they existed, they tended to concentrate
on Islamic practice, holidays, and other aspects that helped
to paint pictures of these communities as exotic ‘Others..
Many of them were critical and condescending, not unlike
reports by the police and other state institutions. Against
this background, Konstantin Lavrskii's account stands out
not only as one largely avoiding the cultural prejudices vir-
ulent at the time and offering a rare economic analysis, but
also as a sensitive, understanding voice with a sincere in-
terest in the communities observed.

Born and raised in a small town in Nizhnii Novgorod Prov-
ince, Lavrskii reached the city of Kazan in 1860 to enrol at
the Kazan Imperial University. He initially studied philology,
but after a year, took up a course in law. As he explained in
memoirs of his student days, rumours of the imminent in-
troduction of jury courts and an independent bar in Russia
made the legal profession appear in an attractive light. For
reform-minded individuals with a strong social conscience
like him, it was the societal importance of the lawyer’s pro-
fession and the air of knighthood around it that accounted
for the rapidly growing appeal of legal careers. However,
there were plenty of challenges along the way. Critical of
his social activism, the authorities had him expelled from
the university in 1863, exiled, and condemned to hard la-
bour. He was later pardoned and returned to Kazan. With-
out a completed degree, however, he began working as a
journalist. He was one of the key figures behind the liberal
regional newspaper Kamsko-volzhskaia gazeta (‘Kama-
Volga Newspaper', published 1872-74) — a rich local paper
interested in everyday life, including the lives of rural resi-
dents. It was soon closed by the censors, however, while
Lavrskii was once again exiled for a few years. In 1881, he
finally completed his law degree at Kazan University.

The attached photos are unfortunately of a less than ideal quality, ta-
ken at the Department of Rare Books, Kazan University Library, in 2010.
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As for the background to this booklet: in 1883, Lavrskii
helped the Kazan Municipal Self-Administration (called
Zemstvo) to conduct a small-scale census. Focused on 138
villages in four districts, it sought to find out why these vil-
lages had trouble repaying food loans. In addition to a sta-
tistical report, Lavrskii completed an ethnographic study of
two Tatar villages in Chistopol District, published under the
title of ‘The Tatar Poor’. The combination of a broad quanti-
tative survey and a detailed local investigation allowed him
to back up his observations with statistical data. The pages
that follow, among other things, offer fascinating insights
into seasonal labour migration in rural communities; they
challenge cultural prejudice concerning Tatar agricultural
and other economic activity; and they show the ways in
which community self-help and interventions by the fledg-
ling imperial welfare state interacted to deal with poverty.
Lavrskii's analysis highlights that while the state helped
with loans in multiple ways, it did far too little to tackle the
existing problems.

Later, Lavrskii would pursue alegal and political career, largely
fending for the rural residents he came across in his studies.
In 1890, he became a registered lawyer in Kazan. In 1905,
he was elected to the short-lived First Duma in St Petersburg
as a deputy for the Trudoviki (Social Democrats) and joined,
among other things, the parliament’s Agrarian Commission.
While Lavrskii was a journalist, his writing style leaves
something to be desired. Many of his sentences are unne-
cessarily long and complicated, even by Russian imperial
standards. | agreed with the translator that awkward Russian
should not be transformed into elegant English, and so we
have left the original style mostly intact. Unfortunately, the au-
thor begins with about two and half pages of remarks that are
specific to the question of tax arrears and food loans in Ka-
zan Province, which are difficult to grasp without contextual
knowledge, and | would recommend the reader not lose heart
at this point and continue reading. The text becomes much
more accessible after that. Lavrskii offers highly instructive ob-
servations in the pages that follow, and thus the author and
the voices he represents deserve to be read in full.

We have used the Library of Congress system for trans-
literating Russian words. In the case of place names (Ka-
zan, Chistopol etc.), however, the final soft sign has been
omitted for the sake of simplicity. Footnotes that were not
part of the original text are invariably introduced by ‘trans-
lator’s note’ or ‘editor’s note’.

For better orientation, the reader may refer to the map of
Kazan Province below. The different districts of the province
come up repeatedly.
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Artel: A semiformal, cooperative association for the or-
ganisation of joint economic activities, mostly among
craftsmen, artisans, and workers in light industry. Lavrskii
also identified such artel-like formations among seasonal
labour migrants.

Telega: A four-wheel, horse-drawn vehicle, usually made
of wood, uncovered and mainly used to carry goods.
Zemstvo: An institution of local self-government introduced
as part of the Great Reforms across the Russian Empire in
1864. Zemstvos existed at provincial and district levels.
Volost: A small administrative unit. Known since the late
middle ages in various parts of Eastern Europe, volosts usu-
ally comprised several villages. Often translated as a ‘town-
ship’, in the Russian Empire the volost took on ever more re-
sponsibilities after the emancipation of the serfs (1861).

One verst equals 1.06 km. One sazhen equals 2.13 me-
tres. One arshin equals 0.71 metres; one vershok equals
approx. 4.45 cm.

One desiatina equals approx. 2.7 acres; one sotennaia
desiatina equals 10,000 square sazhens; one square
sazhen equals approx. 4.55 m2.

One pud equals 16.8 kg. One Russian pound equals 0.409
kg. One pudovka is a measurement of volume, similar to
pud as a measurement of weight. One pudovka of water
weighs one pud.
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The Tatar Poor. A Statistical-Economic Report on Two Tatar Villages in Kazan Province

Konstantin Lavrskii, Kazan, Provincial Administration Press, 1884

Translated by Aleksandr Lange

(p-3) With the permission of His Excellency, the head of
the province, a subscription (podpiska) has started and is
currently under way for collecting donations on behalf of
peasants who suffered during the poor harvest last year.
One can judge the importance of private donations as a
source [of support] in the present case because, when it
comes to provisions [for] families that do not have their
own grain at all, there are no other sources for offering
non-repayable grants (bezvozvratnye posobiia).”? And
yet—to use words [from] the recent circular by His Ex-
cellency, the Minister of the Interio—'taking care of
analysing and applying all the measures necessary for
providing for the people falls under the authority of the
responsible zemstvo'—and in this respect, ‘zemstvos
are granted extensive rights’, including the right to self-
taxation. Apart from that, ‘in exceptional cases, the gov-
ernment itself finds it possible and necessary in these
matters to help the zemstvos with loans of food sources
shared across the empire,—while the zemstvo is not un-
conditionally bound to pay back this loan through a levy
on the very peasants among whom it is going to be dis-
tributed: [the zemstvo] can and is indeed obligated to the
government, in case of the insolvency of those receiving
loans and grants, to pay off the government loan from
the common zemstvo account, that is to say, split the
costs between everyone paying zemstvo dues. But even
in this case, private donations are absolutely inevitable,
and we repeat, [they are] even the only means to elim-
inate the most ‘acute’ manifestation of such a tragedy
(bedstvie) as a widespread poor harvest across an entire
province. Indeed, the reader already knows about the
sum provided by the government to the zemstvo—377
thousand (against [the sum of] just over 532 [p. 4] thou-
sand requested by the Emergency District Assemblies
[Ekstrennye Uezdnye Sobraniia])*—first of all, [the sum]
is meant exclusively for loans, i.e., it will be dispensed on
the condition of repayment, whereas there is a multitude
of families from whom [demanding] repayment would
be unthinkable because of their utter poverty (neimush-
chestvo) and powerlessness; second, loans for provisions
will be granted, and only in the most exceptional and most
dire (neobkhodimeishie) cases, according to the following
calculation: nothing will be granted to working men (aged
18-55) and children under 5, for the rest: 1 pud per month
for each of the first two dependents (edoki) in a family and
20 pounds for other dependents. Thus, in most cases a
loan for a family of five (with one worker and one child)
should be 3% pounds per day for everyone.

Editor’'s and translator’s note: The original Russian term is sometimes
offered in parentheses, with nouns and adjectives mostly given in the
nominative case. Russian words are italicised. Brackets indicate that
words were not there in the Russian original but considered necessary
additions for the English translation.

Editor's note: Brackets are also used as parentheses within paren-
theses.
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And yet, one could hardly doubt that taking care of sow-
ing* the fields will be a number one priority for the zemst-
vos and their agents as well as for the peasant commu-
nities (krest'yanskie obshchestva), because an influential
minority that deals with communal business in these com-
munities (obshchestva), of course, belongs to the category
of peasants who will require no [loans] for provisions but
loans for sowing [the fields]; especially because the zem-
stvo decided ‘to avoid duplicating loans whenever possi-
ble to the same recipients in need (nuzhdaiushchiesia), i.e.
for both provisions and sowing.’

Finally, regarding non-repayable grants: the Kazan Pro-
vincial Zemstvo (Kazanskoe Gubernskoe Zemstvo) has
not allocated any zemstvo means for making them avail-
able since the 10,000 roubles allocated for this [purpose]
are the remainder of the private donations raised by sub-
scription in previous years following bad harvests. The
suggestion made by the assembly deputy Vasil'ev about
allocating, in addition to this sum, at least 5,000 roubles
from the Kazan Zemstvo budget was rejected by the as-
sembly by an overwhelming majority of votes.

Thus, the question of provisions in the present case is, one
could say, unsolvable without private charity grants.
Unfortunately, the ideas prevailing in society—about how
[great] the presently discussed need of peasants is—are
overly abstract (otvlechennyi), if one could say so, and
therefore colourless and [p. 5] undefined. Of course, any-
one can understand the word ‘need—but only the word;
the facts that lend meaning to this word are not famil-
iar to many and can only inspire vivid images that speak
to the heart and mind in the imaginations of a few. And
this is not surprising: in the city where the vast majority
of the population do not feel the grave consequences of a
bad harvest in their everyday lives; where even a beggar
(nishchii), as a result of a bad harvest, hardly reduces the
amount of his usual consumption (and maybe hopes to
feed himself even better than usual thanks to the open-
ing of ‘cheap canteens and the distribution of free lunch-
es (darovoi obed)'—T[this is] quite the usual way of charity
in times of calamity such as today’s); in the city, nothing
gives it away, nothing could remind us of what is going
on in the village; how a multitude of people survive (pere-
bivaiutsia) there, [people] who, if they do not have grain,
lack the money to buy it because they have no earnings.
[There is] no one to purchase their labour or even their
cattle, or at least the price of anything a peasant could
sell to buy grain falls drastically. The vast majority of city-
dwellers know about all of this only through hearsay, and
unfortunately there are not many occasions to hear about
it: the fuss of noisy city life constantly overpowers the
weak echo of the village peasant’s need coming from afar.
Wishing to, wherever possible, complete this lack of a fac-
tual basis (podkladka) in the concerns and rumours (tolki)

Editor's note: Where non-Russian words appear in italics, they were
invariably italicised in the original text.
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‘on the question of provisions’ roused by the bad harvest,
we intend to bring to the readers’ attention a small, strict-
ly factual report on the economic (khoziaistvennyi) con-
ditions or, put more precisely, on the economic decline of
two villages in Kazan Province, which we examined as
recently as in the summer and autumn of last year, 1883.
The author of these lines took part in the homestead sta-
tistical census (podvornaya statisticheskaya perepis’)
organised by the Provincial Zemstvo in order to become
thoroughly familiar with the state of the villages most
burdened by food debt (prodovol'stvennye dolgi). In four
districts, 138 such villages were studied: the census data
compiled into tables constitutes the contents of the spe-
cial collection (sbornik) published by the zemstvo; but for
the majority of the so-called reading public, such a book
is not easily accessible, [because it] is full of numbers and
tables that require (p. 6) attentive and laborious compari-
son, [the numbers and tables are] precious as data for in-
quiries and study but completely unsuited for reading’ in
the narrow sense of the word. With this in mind, we will
only allow ourselves to use an insignificant part of these
interesting data for the present report, which [we] will try
to mould in a legible way whenever possible, not promis-
ing, however, to remove numbers and calculations from
it completely, as one absolutely cannot do without them
(as anyone should understand), provided the reader does
wish to form definite and precise ideas about the subject
of interest to him. Incidentally, at the end of the report, to
illustrate the numerical data, we provide lists of names of
particularly destitute families that speak the language of
facts understandable to all.

As the most destitute part of the peasant population in
Kazan Province—as everyone knows—are Tatars, | have
chosen as the subject of the present report [two] Tatar vil-
lages that are not even in the worst condition (thus, the
census has shown that in the Mamadysh and Tetiushi dis-
tricts, Tatars are overall even poorer [eshche bolee bedst-
vuiut]). The two villages that will be discussed [are] called
Stepnoe Ozero and Krivoe Ozero [and] are located in the
southern part of Chistopol District, in the Egorkinskaia
township (volost’), almost on the border with Samara Prov-
ince, in one of the most remote areas: they are more than
100 versts® away from the Kama River (to the south) and
the same [number of versts] from the Volga [in the east].
They neighbour each other, sharing a plot of land (nadel),
[they] own land in an alternating strip pattern (cherespo-
losno), so that they form one village, as it were, which
allows [one] to examine both of them together, without
separating [them]. But before proceeding to this examina-
tion (rassmotrenie), | must present the reader with a report
on the question that in this case must interest him above
all others, namely: To what extent can he rely on the va-
lidity of the information offered to him? [The information]
falls into two ranks: [first], the information on the area of
the land used by these two villages, the amount of duties
(podati) and dues (sbory) they pay, the amount of arrears
(nedoimki) they owe, the number of audit souls (revizskie
dushi)—[these are] based on official data and (p. 7) docu-

Editor’s note: See the glossary for an explanation of the measurements
used.

www.leibniz-zmo.de

ments® and therefore cannot be doubted. The information
of the second rank—on the number of homesteads, pop-
ulation, on the inhabitants’ ages, number of cattle, build-
ings, agricultural tools, and the area of the land sown by
each homestead—was gathered through personal sur-
veys and examination (wherever possible) and thus can
contain mistakes and inaccuracies, be they, let us assume,
insignificant [ones]. All precautions were taken in order to
receive the correct data: the census was conducted dur-
ing the time off work in the fields (in the middle of June):
almost every homestead in both villages was visited by
us personally; a crowd of curious neighbours was always
present there; when it came to questioning women who
could not speak Russian, we could partly follow the ac-
curacy of the translation, having learnt some Tatar words
and numbers in advance. Lastly, the very setting of a
homestead provided an opportunity to gauge the accu-
racy of the statements: houses (izby), vegetable gardens
(ogorody), everything there is in the homestead (na dvore),
and in many cases even in the house itself, people of all
ages—all of this [we had] before our own eyes, [and was]
listed by our own hands, and that is why it seems to us
that, with this way of conducting a census, we have the
right to insist on the high degree of validity of the data col-
lected by us. As to the area of ploughed land (prostranstvo
zapashki) in the two fields—here [we] had to rely on the
testimonies of the householders themselves: there was no
opportunity to check them by examining and measuring
the field sections (zagony)—we had to hurry to complete
the census before the start of work in the fields. But this
data can be verified another way: it is officially known
how many audit souls there are in these villages; for each
soul in every village the same amount of arable land is de-
fined; each householder said how many souls he owned
land for: how much of it he sows on his own, how much he
leases from others, or how much he rents out.

[While] comparing all these testimonies with what is
known from official sources about the number of souls and
the area of the allotment (nadel'naia zemlia), one cannot
fail to acknowledge that these testimonies are quite close
to reality. Thus, for example, from the proprietary record
it follows that these two villages own 3,152 desiatinas
and 2,160 square sazhens of all (p. 8) arable land; includ-
ing the area good for cultivation, determined according
to the measurements of the land surveying officials from
the Ministry of State Property—2,152 . According to the
peasants’ testimonies given during the census, the culti-
vation output (pakhotnoe proizvodstvo) of the three fields
of the allotment land was defined as 1,894Y2 desiatinas
(totalling from 435 testimonies); 2572 desiatinas fewer
than planned, but it is quite natural, since in reality a cer-
tain part of the arable land is lost for cultivation bounda-
ry-strips (mezhniki), field roads and paths, ravines (vodor-
oiny), and the like. In the same way, it is known from the
contract that the peasants of Stepnoe Ozero lease two
plots of government land (kazennaia obrochnaia stat'ia),
adjacent to their allotment measuring 621 desiatinas
and 1,050 square sazhens. When questioned at a village
gathering (skhod), the peasants stated that they had di-

Proprietary record (vladennaia zapis’), works by the Cadastral Com-
mission, tax payment notices (okladnye listy), and the like.
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vided this land into 310 parts (zhrebii); when the census
[was conducted] each [person] who took part in the lease
reported how many parts he had; eventually, it turned out
to be 305; but the remaining 5 parts were found after-
wards during censuses in other villages, [in the posses-
sion of] the peasants from the latter [villages] who leased
them from the Tatars. Thus, here as well the truthfulness
of the statements was verified through the cross-exami-
nation of the data. All of this allows [us] to consider the
data on the amount of sowing (posev) [done] by the peas-
ants in these two villages to be no less reliable than other
data. A simple arithmetic calculation shows that on the
leased government land, there are % of a desiatina per
part (zhrebii) in each field; concerning the area of cultivat-
ed allotment land (nadel’naia pashnia), in all three fields
it comprises 2.33 desiatinas ‘per soul’, namely: one field
is 17 sazhens in width and 120 [sazhens] in length per
soul, another 14 sazhens, and the third 13 sazhens (the
length being the same everywhere—120 sazhens); there
is also a special small field, where 400 square sazhens
were cleared of shrubbery and measured per soul; but
many do not plough here at all, choosing to use this space
to grow grass.

After these preliminary remarks, [we] proceed to a de-
tailed examination of the two villages chosen by us [to
serve] as examples from the point of view of the question
of provisions.

The land of these two villages stretches in a thin strip from
north to south for 12 versts, bordering the river Bol'shoi
Cheremshan on one side, and the government land that
separates it from the steppes of the Samara (p. 9) Govern-
orate, on the other. To the right and to the left, there are
lands of other state peasants—Chuvash and Russians,
who, however, have much larger lands counted per au-
dit soul, in some cases even twice the size of the lands
owned by the Tatars of Krivoe [Ozero] and Stepnoe Ozero;
the latter have 4.1 desiatinas per soul. The lands [there]
are deep black earth (chernozem) of the highest qual-
ity everywhere. The ploughland, as is the case in these
parts, is never fertilised; the local peasants, especially the
Chuvash, and even educated landowners do not recog-
nise the necessity for manure fertilisation ‘on the black
earth’; Tatars do not share this view, and if not for the
tense waiting period of the ‘audit’ (revizia), followed by
the reassessment of the land ‘with new souls’, without a
doubt they would be the first in this area to set an exam-
ple in manuring the fields, for in the previous years at least
some of them would successfully apply [manure] and tell
about the fabulous harvests following generous fertilisa-
tion. Tatars did not receive a plot of forest land, but they
have much shrubbery, which the poor use for heating and
[to construct] wicker fencing. Fuel and timber wood are
not far away: immediately behind the Cheremshan [riv-
er], the enormous forest lands (lesnye dachi) of the Messrs
Anosovs and Ms Neidgardt begin, from which the wood
is sold ‘by root’ (korniami), in cartloads (vozami) and in
desiatinas. The worst cartload of wood (boughs) can be
cut down for 15-20 kopecks here, a cartload of average
quality within the power of one horse [can be cut down
for] 50-60 kopecks. The very best, ready, cut-down cubic
sazhen of wood in the forest costs 4 roubles on the spot.
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Thus, in this regard, the local peasants find themselves
in relatively auspicious conditions. They also have a wa-
ter-meadow (poemnyi lug): according to the testimonies of
the peasants in Stepnoe [Ozero] and Krivoe Ozero, [they]
cut down about 20 puds of hay ‘per soul’. [We] will talk
later about the earnings and trades (promysly) of Tatars
outside of their lands: for now, [we] will only remark that
in the last ten years the Tatars, almost certainly due to the
pursuit of these earnings, in spite of all the above-men-
tioned conditions, experienced the worst degree of eco-
nomic decline in comparison with their neighbours—the
Russians and Chuvash. To allow the reader to form a viv-
id picture of this, we will divide the entire population of
the Egorkinskaia volost (with the exception of two Rus-
sian villages, former serfs [pomeshchich'i krest’iane] with
different living conditions) into 7 groups (p. 10) based on
the degree of their economic viability (sostoiatel'nost’) and
compare the number and the ratio of homesteads in each
group—the Tatars of Krivoe [Ozero] and Stepnoe Ozero
on one side, and all the rest (the Chuvash and Russians)
on the other. Here are the numbers that allow us to make
the comparison.

Table |
Group Peasant homesteads | In 12 Russian and In 2 Tatar
based on the degree Chuvash villages villages
of
their economic condi- | Number Out Number Out
tion of all of 100 of all of 100
home- home- home- home-
steads steads steads steads
1 In possession of 3
527 395 35 8.3
horses and more
2 2horses 325 255 72 172
3 1 horse and a cow 200 15.0 113 272
Total number of relatively
1052 79 220 52,2
wealthy homesteads
4 1 horse but no cow 137 10.2 88 21.0
5 no horses 63 4.7 44 104
6 the land is not cultiva- 12.3
o 58 4.3 52
ted (beskhoziainye)
7 no land 24 1.8 16 38
Total number of poor homes-
282 21 200 475
teads
Total 1331 420

(p- 11)

We shall not go into commenting on these numbers: [we
shall] only note that we are not dealing with some random
occurrence here; not only here but all over the governorate,
with small variations, [we] observe a similar relation be-

In Krivoe Ozero, there is one homestead in the no-land group that
belongs to a rather wealthy urban commoner (meshchanin) who
almost exclusively trades, buys [things] up (skupshchnichestvo), and
practices usury (rostovshchichestvo). | have excluded this homestead
from the calculation as interfering with the conclusions.

Beskhoziainye—we term such a peasant homestead as one which
has land, but is not cultivated and only the house (usad’ba) is used,
and [it] is “sold” as peasants say, i.e., it is leased for money or “tribu-
tes” (podati).

texts in context - 32023 -5



tween the Tatar and the Russo-Chuvash villages; the dif-
ference in the relation of economic viability between them
is similarly stark [and] pronounced (rezkii, reshitel’nyi)
everywhere. Here is not the place to touch upon the in-
tricate question of the causes of such an occurrence—
[causes that are] varied, lying in the distinctive features
of the Tatar tribe (plemia) that go back deep into the past
(ukhodyashchie v glub’ istorii)—and keeping in mind the
question of provisions. Discussing the causes like this is
both pointless and untimely. Now we only intend to por-
tray the fact of poverty itself, weigh it on the scales of a
strictly factual examination, and if possible, find out, which
means the population itself possesses to sustain itself un-
til the next harvest. From this point of view, first of all one
circumstance draws attention to itself, that in the two vil-
lages examined by us, the number of homesteads that can
be called wealthy (zazhitochnyi) (1st group) is very insig-
nificant (nichtozhnyi): only 8 out of a hundred homesteads,
whereas the Chuvash and Russians have around 40 such
homesteads per hundred. This circumstance indicates that
in the impoverished Tatar villages, in case of a bad harvest,
this calamity can always have the most acute character. In
an area (raion) where there are 40 wealthy homesteads
and the same number of [homesteads] that can sustain
[themselves] without external help, the remaining 20 have
at least someone to ask for help, work, a loan (ssuda), alms
(podaianie). But when the situation is such that a tiny group
of wealthy families is surrounded by a multitude of starving
[people], when the former number 35 and the latter 200—
then obviously it is unthinkable to do so without outside
(postoronnii) external help. Undoubtedly, this help will come,
first of all from the very same nearby Russo-Chuvash pop-
ulation. The latter are constantly besieged by a multitude
of poor Tatars asking for bread and work even in a normal
year. They travel in entire families, and the very fact of this
wandering (kochevanie) bears witness that it reaches its
goal, that one can subsist in this way. The alms are given
not only out of pity but also out of fear: ‘He is begging while
spying out. [If] you (p. 12) don't give [the alms], you might
[later] be missing a sheep or even a horse—the Russians
and the Chuvash say about the Tatars. Such is the situation
in a normal year that, in a year with a bad harvest, all of this
will naturally happen on a grander scale.

It was mentioned above that one of the reasons for the ruin
of the local Tatars is seasonal work (otkhozhii promysel).
This [seasonal] work—called ‘burlachestvo’ here—consists
of travelling for work ‘into the steppe), i.e. to the Samara and
Orenburg Governorates and to the Ural Cossacks: [in order]
to mow, crop, gather, and thrash the wheat (khleb).° From a
child of 12-13 [years of age] to the elderly, who [can] barely
drag their feet, not to mention men and women of working
age— every year all the Tatar poor, beginning in the month
of June, rush into this vast ‘steppe’, drawing hope not from
their proper household economy (khoziaistvo) (if it is not en-
tirely abandoned yet) but from the high pay for the labour
‘in the steppe’ in case of a good harvest of grass and grain.
Families that are not poor and even the wealthy engage
in this, and it is profitable for them: they send the surplus
of their workforce away for [seasonal] work to no detri-

Translator’s note: depending on the context, the Russian word for
bread (khleb) can mean bread, wheat, and grain.
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ment of their own household economy. And even if only the
bol'shak—the workers’ supervisor—alone remains in the
house, this is also profitable because one good worker in
the steppe can earn five or six times the amount of money
[it costs] to hire his poor neighbours instead, having given
them money in advance in the winter when they have no
grain: under these circumstances, a poor neighbour can be
hired for 3 roubles, while the same job in the steppe pays
12 or even 18 roubles. The numbers are not fictitious: in
the books of the local township administrations (volost-
nye pravleniia) [containing] contracts and agreements, you
will find plenty of conditions for harvest collection (zhnitvo)
at 3% and even 3 roubles per desiatina of 4,000 square
sazhens (a usual measure of land ‘in the steppe’) and at the
same time it is known that at harvest-time (strada), ‘in the
hot season’ (v goriachuiu poru) the pay for harvesting per-
desiatina increases to 18 roubles and even higher at times,
while 12 roubles is quite a usual price. Apart from a money
payment, for such ‘desiatina’, payment is also supposed
to be given in kind: 1 pud of flour, 10 pounds of groats, 1
pound of salt, and sometimes even 1 pound of butter. It is
this circumstance (p. 13) that makes it possible for the poor
Tatars to travel to the steppe for seasonal work in entire
families: in an artel, next to the grown-ups, children can
somehow also find food. Of course, alms and charity also
play a certain role here. The ration size mentioned above
has evidently determined itself on its own, so to speak, by
experiment (putem opyta): this is obviously as much [food]
as [is] necessary to eat for the amount of time required to
harvest one desiatina of 4,000 square sazhens in favourable
weather. If the harvest is delayed due to weather or the
desiatina happens to be hard to work (nesporaia) (for in-
stance, with a large admixture of weeds), then this ration is
not enough, and it now depends on the mercy of the owner
to add somewhat to it or make workers buy provisions at
their own expense. In any case, this ration is a convenience
for both sides: the employer does not have to take trouble-
some care of the artel's provisions; the worker gets the
opportunity to apply the workforce of his entire family: the
elderly, the adolescents, even children, and—what is even
more important to him—[he] is not bound by taking care of
provisions for the family [members] who stayed at home:
‘omnia mea mecum porto',’’ he could say when setting
off for the steppe with his entire family on his own horse,
having put onto his cart (telega) some clothes and the un-
avoidable samovar that serves him instead of the hearth.
On the road and during work, the horse eats whatever it
finds (chto Bog poslal) pasturing. In some places, in beau-
tiful spots, a forest clearing, on the shores of a lake or a
creek, you will often meet such burlak families—a resting
Tatar: in the bushes, children are playing merrily, the samo-
var is merrily boiling, the horse is grazing looking satisfied,
the Tatar [woman] is taking the coveted pieces of bread
and some sugar from a dirty sack, the mighty figure of the
father of the family lying on the grass. Without a doubt these
are the happiest moments in the lives of such families: [it is]
warm, bright, everyone is looking around in such a friend-
ly manner ‘in the heart of nature’ (na lone prirody)—what a
contrast with the dark house, with no panes in the windows,
humid, cold, and cramped , [a house] that held this family in

Translator’s note: Latin: ‘All that is mine | carry with me'.
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its embrace, as frightening as a grave, for so many months...
And according to each and everyone in this area, there is
no worker better than a Tatar, he is irreplaceable during the
hard work at harvest-time, he does wonders, [he] amazes
[one] with [his] incredible physical exertion. Naturally this
should be followed by a reaction—one cannot ‘exert one-
self to the utmost’ (nadryvat'sia) all year round, and now
everyone complains about the very same Tatar: ‘he prefers
to lie down (p. 14) hungry than go thresh [the wheat] for
15 kopecks a day’. If one does not take into account this
natural reaction, one will never be able to understand these
contradictory reactions to the Tatar as a worker: today they
wonder at him and put him above workers of all other peo-
ples (natsii), tomorrow [they] portray him as some sluggard
(lentiai) and lazy-bones (lezheboka).

‘Burlachestvo’ is the result of the settlement of the Samara
steppe—in particular [the result of] the appearance of rich
German colonies in place of the Kalmyk nomads’ camps
close to the area described by me—I[which] led to drastic
consequences for the everyday life of local Tatars: Russians
and Chuvash, by nature less mobile, were not enticed by
the lure of good earnings in the steppe; few of them went
for seasonal work. The poorest of Tatars engaged in this
kind of work to the detriment of their own household econ-
omies, and so we see just in two villages almost the same
number of uncultivated (beskhoziainye) homesteads (52)
as in all 12 Russo-Chuvash settlements of the same volost
(58). The state of complete ‘beskhoziaistvennost’ or [some-
thing] close to it (which includes all 200 of the homesteads
that we discuss) undermines the profitability of seasonal
work. Side earnings cannot provide enough to buy grain,
clothes, shoes, and fuel, and pay duties for the entire winter
and spring. While a wealthy peasant needs to buy hardly
anything, a poor [one] needs money on a daily basis: he
does not sow or nearly does not sow any wheat, he does
not cultivate flax or hemp—his wife does not have anything
to weave from; he does not have sheep, and therefore has
no sheepskin for a coat, [he has no] wool for a kaftan or va-
lenki [a type of felt boots]; he has no cow— [his] children are
without milk; [he has] no horse, because there is no fodder;
he must hire one for tillage, transporting sheaves, and going
to the forest. How long will the 20-30 roubles brought from
the steppe last? Not to mention those cases, when, while in
the steppe—because of the temptations of the homeless,
wandering existence—a significant part of the earnings re-
mains there: ‘At home they wouldn't dare, but in the steppe,
they drink vodka.” Thus, the winter passes in a desperate
search for a loan to sponsor future work. And it is when the
price of harvesting a sotennaia desiatina drops to 3 roubles,
and often [one] does not go to the steppe at all, because at
home, so much work is taken on from wealthy neighbours
in the winter that by the time it is done, in the steppe all the
wheat (p. 15) will have been harvested. Apart from fellow
villagers (odnozhiteli), German colonists—who have plenty
of regular annual workers [recruited] from among the Tatar
adolescents—also advance money. By sending children off
to work for the Germans, local Tatars are in constant touch
with the colonists, hence they have the opportunity to bor-
row money from them, under the pledge of future work, to
buy grain. Sometimes instead of money, they directly re-
ceive potatoes or flour. Having settled on the price at the
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volost administration, the Tatar writes some sort of ‘debt
bondage contract’ (kabal’naia zapis’)—(this is] a condition
or rather even an obligation, and guarantors are required
at that—and takes this document to the ‘German’ (nemets)
and receives money in advance. Another way to procure
money to buy grain is to ‘sell the land’ (prodat’ zemliu), i.e.,
to rent out one's own allotment. This is done without the
mediation of the volost administration but also under the
local (domashnii) written terms, and here usually the allot-
ment dealer (skupshchik chuzhikh nadelov) serves as the
middleman, since a Chuvash or Russian peasant is afraid
to lease land directly from a poor Tatar: the instances of
fraud—for example, leasing the same allotment to sever-
al hands—were evidently too frequent. Thanks to this, the
price of land dropped to the extreme, so that, for example,
this year [in the case of] the Tatars of Krivoe Ozero and
Stepnoe Ozero, ‘souls were sold’ for 4 roubles, whereas up
to 8 roubles per soul are to be paid in various dues (oklad-
nye platezhi). It is not surprising that, under these condi-
tions, unpaid arrears accumulate.

Now only various non-agricultural trades remain to be
mentioned: indeed, among the local Tatars, there are plenty
of carpenters, sawyers, brick-makers, navvies; many earn
their living by weaving bird cherry tree baskets for taran-
tasses [four-wheeled carriages], but the very names of
these trades indicate that they are meant for the needs of
the peasants themselves, and in a bad harvest year, such
trades cease almost entirely.

Year after year, this state of affairs has brought the local
Tatars into a desperate state. Their arrears, when combined
with the food debt, are so big that even if all their cattle were
sold, all their houses and all other belongings (domashnii
skarb), it would not cover half of their debt. They are aware
of this state [of things], and this realisation has a depress-
ing influence on them: a Tatar who has lost everything nev-
er forgets that he cannot (p. 16) acquire anything, because
everything he acquires, he will be forced to sell to pay back
the arrears. The law that provides for the inviolability of
the peasant’s cattle, tools, and buildings necessary to the
household economy is in practice very easily circumvented:
the volost foreman (volostnoi starshina) orders the village
headman (starosta) and a duties collector (sborshchik po-
datei) to file a complaint against the defaulter for ‘avoiding
payment back out of obstinacy (uporstvo) and negligence
(neradenie)’; the volost magistrate—[to inspire] fear and
as an example for others—sentences him to birching if the
payment is not made by a certain time; during this period,
[they] look for a buyer for the land or the horse, the barn,
and the like, and the defaulter ‘voluntarily’ pays back what
is demanded from him. However, sometimes the village
headman reaches the same outcome even without a
magistrate: using the authority invested in him, he puts
the defaulter ‘in the cellar’ (v podpol) and keeps him there
in the cold and darkness for the legally allowed period of
time. Of course, [one] rarely resorts to these means, first,
because no one—among those who are facing such a
fate—buys anything; [and] secondly, because the village
headman will not indiscriminately deal with anyone in this
way... With this in mind, it is clear what enormous pow-
er the wealthy part of the population—from whose ranks
village headmen, collectors, and volost magistrates are
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elected—acquires in ‘communal’ affairs (dela mira), in all
affairs discussed at the [village] gathering (skhod). Their
word is law for the masses that depend on them at almost
any point [in life]. Thus, for instance, this autumn the en-
tire Egorkinskaia volost refused a loan for, despite [the fact
that] many had to buy rye seeds at a very high price, and
some did not sow any at all. And yet the influential part of
the peasant commune either had some seeds in the previ-
ous year’s wheat haystacks or the opportunity to borrow
from each other; and if the poor, because of the shortage
of seeds, begin ‘selling souls’ at a lower price, then it is
even better for those who ‘buy’ them...

But let us turn to the numbers that portray the economic
situation of 200 homesteads that became poor and which
are to be considered by us—[numbers are] better than
words.

Table Il
Groups Total Per-
centage
Il 1 v
No
Horse No cultu- No
but no
horse vated land
cow
land

Total number of 88 44 52 16 200 100
homesteads
Including homesteads with...
no horse - 44 38 12 94 47
no cow 88 37 49 11 185 92,5
no sheep 81 42 52 15 190 95
no cattle at all - 35 36 11 82 41
no buldings ex- 37 29 33 11 110 55
cept for a house
no glass in
windows (a
[stretched 14 7 9 2 32 16
animal] bladder
[instead]
no house [they]
live in a rented 2 1 10 - 13 65
flat)
no plough 35 37 52 16 140 70
no harrow 46 38 52 16 152 76
no telega 1 28 39 15 83 415
no potatoes
planted in the - - 12 1 13 6.5
vegetable garden

This information about the windows concerns only one of the villages,
Stepnoe Ozero; no data has been collected on the number of ‘bladder’
houses in Krivoe Ozero. In Stepnoe Ozero, the overall number of
houses in all four categories of homesteads is 51, thus almost % of
them do not have glass windows
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(p- 18)
Having considered what these homesteads lack, let us

look at what they have and how much they sow.

Table Il
During
w
the ” o
census B Sl ol vl @
S| 8| a|l w| 8| 2] 2| 2| o] 8| 2B| 8| | 2
. 2l 6l 2|2 ¢ 9 gl | 95| o 2 0
in June 8| 5| 3| o| 5| 2| E| 8| @| 2| 2|9 3| &
gl 2| 8] 0| 8| G882 ol 2=t
1883 S EE
< =4
there °
were:
with a
horse s | s | - 6 |16 | 18| 14 | v |me| e || e | n|a
(no cow)
no horse a4 7 - 6 5 6 1 20 54 18 16 7 6
no cul-
tivated s | | o3 - - - - 1 w | 2 | o | 13| - B
land
no land 6 | 4 s 1 s o | os | - 6 | 1. | s 1 1 1
Total 200 | 106 | 15 7 25 | 33 | 25 | 19 | 203 | 189 | 106 | 17 | e | a0

If [one] converts all of this into money, estimating the price
of a horse on average [to be] 15 roubles (those who know
what sort of horses these are will probably find this es-
timate exaggerated), [the price of] cows at 20 roubles,
colts and calves at 5 roubles, goats, sheep, and lambs
at 3 roubles, hens at 20 kopecks, a house at 15 roubles,
barns at 10 roubles, telegas at 2 roubles, ploughs, and
harrows at 1 rouble apiece—thus we have 6,677 rou-
bles and 60 kopecks, the sum that expresses the prop-
erty value of 200 homesteads with a population of 934
people, which makes an average of 33 roubles and 77
kopecks per homestead and 7 roubles and 15 kopecks
per living soul (nalichnaia dusha).

But to this, [we] should also add the field crops and po-
tatoes in the vegetable gardens; considering the pota-
to yield to be sam 4, minus [the potatoes that will be
used] for seeds, [the final yield is] sam 3, and counting
only those homesteads where potatoes were planted,
we can provide quite exact data on the subject, using the
information from our census:

Translator’s note: sam is an old Russian measurement unit that indi-
cates yield. For example, sam 4 means that each planted potato will
yield four potatoes.
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(p.19)
Table IV

Number of desiatinas in two fields number of
measures

(pudovka)

out of which

homesteads

number of homsteads
allotment of land

is leased out

is sown by the owner
leased

total crops

per homestead

per one male worker

in 1883 potatoes harvested
per homestead
homesteads where potatoes were
not planted

horse (no s | 2 o 208 | s | aews | 29 | 257 | o0s | 23

3.No
cultivated 52 102 142 - - - - - 634 16 1
land

4. No land 16 - - - 9% 9% 06 137 180 n 1

Total 00 | ass | 10w | assa | 0% | 36 - S| e | e

In this areq, in the spring-sown field (iarovoe pole), most of
the time emmer wheat (polba) is sown; barley and wheat are
not sown at all; there is little buckwheat. Regarding the poor
homesteads, they sow almost no oats. With this in mind, we
will not be far from the truth if we suppose that half of the
crops shown in this table are entirely emmer wheat, and thus
we will calculate how much grain the homesteads consid-
ered by us could harvest. Harvests of rye grain are not worth
mentioning because there were literally none (the poor espe-
cially [did not have any], who being busy working for others
sow late and often cultivate their land by hiring [someone
else] because they leave for the steppe; a badly cultivated,
sparsely, and belatedly sown field becomes overgrown with
grass to such an extent that even with a generally good har-
vest it yields less than other, thoroughly cultivated fields; and
this year, it was not even worth harvesting such fields [takie
zagony ne stoilo dazhe ubirat]). This year, the emmer wheat
yield was expected to be very good, but in the area | am talk-
ing about, these expectations were not met: the sudden loss
of a significant (p. 20) part of the spring crops was added to
the truly bad rye harvest, as a result of an unusually strong
wind, which raged for two days at the very beginning of the
harvest. In the report of the volost administration to the dis-
trict police officer (ispravnik) this wind was called ‘similar to a
hurricane’, and this comparison is quite appropriate: | heard,
for instance, an account of a witness about how this wind
toppled over a peasant horse with a plough in front of his
eyes. It is generally believed that up to % of the grain part-
ly spilled out and partly was knocked to the ground with its
ears. Considering this, we will probably be embellishing the
reality a little if we suppose that the emmer wheat yield from
one desiatina [of land] was 8 telegas, and 5 telegas (kernels
only) if ground. According to this highest possible calculation,
88 homesteads of the first group with 130 desiatinas could
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get 5,200 puds of emmer wheat; subtracting 1,560 puds for
seeds (12 puds per 130 desiatinas), and we get a remain-
der of 3,640 puds for 88 homesteads with a population of
444 people, which amounts to 40Y%2 per homestead or ap-
proximately 8% puds per person. The next 44 homesteads,
according to the same estimate, could get 1,700 puds from
their 42V desiatinas of spring-sown fields, and minus [the
yield that goes] for seeds, they could have been left with
1,190 puds for food, i.e., 27 puds per homestead or 5% puds
per person. Among the peasants with no land, crops were
sown in only 4 homesteads (on average 24 desiatinas per
homestead); the yield from spring-sown fields could have
brought them about 32 puds per homestead.

Now, summing up all these calculations, we are right to say
that seven to eight months ago, the 200 homesteads an-
alysed had the following foodstuffs in their possession: the
136 homesteads that had crops had 4,969 puds of emmer
wheat and 2,913 measures (mery) of potatoes; from among
the remaining 136 homesteads, 51 homestead had only 766
measures of potatoes, and 13 homesteads had neither po-
tatoes nor wheat.

The meaning of these numbers will become clearer when we
represent the population of these 200 homesteads and its
workforce in the following table:

Table V
of working age
g
[ 0
E 5 5
el ()
2 < v -
n [e] c = c
£ c s | T e |- | §
5] ) E=] o] 2 o] S
1) < ) £ 5] L o S| o
] b 2 = 2 8 2 .
<] 5 5 g 2| o o | 6 ¢
L = c o c o € el € ==
] o ) a > o a ] ] 5] o 9
4] Q < o | £ | = - | |2 2
o > £ c
5 Elz |83 /2|2 |s|28 |5 ¢ |58 §%
< g |5 5| T | L € 2| 8| a| E a| € o
1.
With
horse o 154 2 7 209 | 123 | m2 | 4 | s0 o | 1 303
(no
cow)
2. No
m 7 1 8 103 a0 se | 06 | a7 a | ow 379
horse
3.No
culti-
52 97 1 1 127 57 57| s | a3 a7 | o 400
vated
land
4.No
1 18 3 3 2 6 1 a9 30 B 031 880
land
Total 200 | s & s4 ass | 20 | 230 | o3 | a6 05 | 102 330

This table clearly shows that the poverty of a homestead
increases as the number of men able to work decreases,
while the overall population of homesteads also decreas-
es. But, the lower population of a homestead, the poorer
it is, the more dependents there are per worker. In [home-
steads] with no land ownership, this disadvantageous
relation reaches grand proportions; if we imagine the 16
homesteads with no land as a single family, then it turns
out that per one man who is able to work, there are around
9 people he must provide for, because in this family that

In this table boys up to 14 [years of age] and girls up to 12 years are
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consists of 49 people, there are only 5 men who are able
to work. In reality, however, from among these 16 home-
steads, 11 have no male workers at all: these are home-
steads of widows and orphans. The reader will find a list
of their names below; now, however, we will dwell a little
more on statistical analysis of the question of the work-
force in the homesteads and its relation to the number of
homesteads. Let us look again at the first three population
groups, (p. 22) which we decided to consider in part as
wealthy (zazhitochnyi) and in part as well-off (sostoia-
tel'nyi) (see Table I). A comparison of these groups with
other [groups] in terms of their personal and workforce
composition demonstrates even more vividly one of the
obviously important causes of impoverishment in peasant
life: the decline in the workforce of a homestead, meaning
a decrease in the number of male workers per 1 home-
stead. In this group, there can be even more male workers
than in another, but if—when counted per 1 homestead—
there turns out to be fewer [male workers], this group ends
up in the lowest rank by degree of its economic viability.

Table VI

Groups

1l [\ \ \4 Vi

in possession of 3 horses and more
1 horse and a cow

1 horse but no cow

the land is not cultivated

2 horses
no horses
no land

From among 100 inhabi-
tants, the number of men 223 209 23.7 25.0 203 20.0 10.0

able to work

Workers per homestead 197 154 132 1.25 0.97 0.90 0.31

Inhabitants per home-
8.6 7.3 56 50 4.7 45 30
stead

Number of dependents
337 378 321 3.03 379 4.00 8.80

per one man able to work

These numbers cannot be accepted as sufficiently elo-
quent proof of the harm of family separation. It is hard
to argue against this; peasants themselves realise this
harm. In the area where | conducted the census, Russian
peasants do not even use the words ‘wealthy’, ‘well-off'—
they just say ‘a homestead with a big family’ (sem’ianistyi
dvor); the poor homesteads are called ‘low-power’ (malo-
moshchnyi) here. But at the same time, they consider fam-
ily separation to be natural and utterly unavoidable: they
use a good allegory that points to the root of this phe-
nomenon, when they say, ‘When a fledgling matures, one
cannot keep it in the nest. Here, the elderly point to the
decline in reverence towards old people among the new
generation, understanding (p. 23) quite well that one can-
not reach a satisfactory result by applying force without
that moral cement that used to hold big families togeth-

called children; the next age [cohort] is called adolescents, 14-17

[years of age] for boys and 13-15 years for girls. Men of 18-60 years
and women of 16-55 years are considered of working age.
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er back in the old days. Indeed, the [family] separation in
principle is not that two or three families went to live in
separate houses but the [fact that] they do not want to
and stopped helping each other by dividing labour. Under
these circumstances, being in the same house, the same
homestead or keeping common property, they have al-
ready split up, and no [village] ‘gathering’ can prevent this
from happening (not to mention that a [village] gathering
would never want to hinder a family separation). Chained
together by force, families would start harming each oth-
er more instead of helping. From peasants’ accounts of
family separation, one could induce that in many cases
a separation is a means to improve a situation brought
into a sorry state by family disagreements. When instead
of friendly cooperation, two or three families that do not
live separately begin to harm each other in affairs big and
small, thus wishing to precipitate a separation, then a
separation is a cure, a lesser of two evils.

It is impossible to deny that family separations are one of
the important causes of the impoverishment of the peas-
ant masses, but this cause is listed in the same category
as another, similar to it— population growth along with
the constantly increasing soil depletion. One cannot stop
by force the power of such mighty elemental drives as
the human desire to have a family and be with this family
one’s own ‘master’, to become a separate economic unit.
With this in mind, the fight should not be aimed at human
nature but at the depletion of the natural environmental
riches [and] their unwise exploitation.

(p- 24)

1. Negmatulla Tokhvatullin. While conducting the census
in Krivoe Ozero (21 June 1883), I noticed that | was closely
followed, from one house to another and from morning till
evening, by some Tatar, unusually feeble, short, sickly; his
appearance made a painful impression on me: with his
face puffed up, pale as a corpse, with motionless, muddy
tin-coloured eyes, he could, it seems, hardly walk, leaning
on a stick, panting, [he] spoke in a weak, cheerless voice.
[t turned out he was the lay policeman (desiatnik) Neg-
matulla Tokhvatullin, who had been appointed to look af-
ter me by the [village] headman as a translator and guide.
As goes the saying, ‘The full man does not understand the
hungry'—having drunk much tea during the census in sev-
eral wealthy houses (Tatars are generally very hospitable),
only towards the evening did | realise that my poor guide
had gone the entire day without eating and was close
to fainting. We started talking, and it turned out that he
had been ill throughout the spring, staying in bed for three
months; now he had recovered and during the harvest-
time would go to cut crops for the people in his village.
The following day, | finally reached his house. In the mid-
dle of some abandoned lot, overgrown with grass, with
no outbuildings (pristroika) except for a wattle inner porch
(seni), it stood absolutely lonely resembling in size a peas-
ant bathhouse (bania). These types of houses, apart from
being cramped, are always cold and non-durable. While
a wealthy peasant buys a log frame for his house (with a
floor, ceiling, and jambs) for 120-150 roubles; a peasant
with an average income [buys a log frame] for as cheap as
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70, 60, or rarely 40 roubles; a poor Tatar like Tokhvatullin
buys a log frame meant for a bania or a barn at an incred-
ibly low price: Tokhvatullin, for instance, paid 8 roubles for
his log frame, so that it cost him 15 roubles with the in-
terior finishing (vydelka) and a stove. One can judge [the
quality of] the house by this price only. [Houses like this]
are usually made from the thinnest aspen timber; thin and
curved logs cannot be fitted close enough to each other:
the moss in between them does not hold well; the gaps
need to be sealed up with clay. For the winter, to keep the
warmth [inside], such houses are covered with manure all
the way up to the windows. The house alternately freezes
and rots—after three or four years it already looks decrep-
it; then the cleaning begins: the spots that have rotted are
cut out, patches are inserted, and (p. 25) the more patch-
es there are, the colder and nearer is the time when one
cannot live in the house at all. Thus ‘cheapest is dearest’
(deshevoe prikhodit na dorogoe). | measured Tokhva-
tullin’s house, like many other such houses, in arshin; in-
side, from the entrance to the front wall, it turned out to
be exactly four arshins [2.80m], 4%z across [3.20m]; from
floor to ceiling [it was] 2 arshins and 6 vershoks [1.69m].
The stove and the plank bed left exactly enough space to
make two steps from the entrance to the bed and two
steps in front of the stove while cooking. There were no
‘windows’ in the real sense [of the word]: instead, there
were three openings of the following sizes: one [measured
at] 7x10 vershoks, another [at] 7x12 vershoks, and the
largest [measured at] 9x13 vershoks [ca. 40.1 x 57.9cm].
In such houses, windowpanes and frames are out of the
question: during the summer, a bladder is stretched over
the openings, and in the winter, they are often in part
stuffed tight with cloth and in part covered with a straw
shield, so that people live in darkness. Accordingly, during
the winter all the life-poisoning horrors come together in
such a house: hunger, cold, darkness, and very often dis-
ease. What kind of air must there be in the house, where,
hiding from the cold behind the armour of manure, six and
sometimes ten people press close to each other—let us
not elaborate on this. ‘The [fact that there is a] bladder [in
the windows] is not important. If only there was bread,
Tatars would often tell me during the census. In Stepnoe
Ozero alone, | counted 42 such bladder houses during
the census. Although all of them use a chimney (topiat
‘po belomu’) [to vent the smoke from the stove], they are
all black: the stoves emit smoke—there is no money to
get them repaired. The ceilings and walls covered in soot
render these flagrant poverty shelters even more gloomy.
As a result of all other [living] conditions, the constant
going from the dark, smoky house out into the blinding
light of the winter landscape covered in glistening snow
is the most likely cause of blindness, common among Ta-
tars. In the two villages discussed here, according to the
notes | made during the census, | counted 37 completely
blind people (mostly women), 13 almost blind people, and
23 people with more or less bad eyesight. The first and
second groups together are 50 people, [which makes up]
2% of the entire village population (2,402), and all three
groups make up 3%; if compared with the adult popula-
tion only—since all of these 73 people, with the exception
of one four-year-old and one thirteen-year-old, turned out
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to be either of working (p. 26) age or elderly—then it turns
out that per 100 adult people, there are more than three
blind or almost blind. [This is] quite clear evidence that this
disability (kalechestvo) is acquired with age. To judge the
scope of this calamity, let us imagine that in Kazan [city]
with its population of 140,000 there was the same per-
centage of blind and almost blind [people] as in these two
Tatar villages: this would make 2,800 if we take two [blind
people] per hundred, perhaps ten times the actual num-
ber. But let us return to Tokhvatullin's house.

Here | found his entire family: his wife [who was] 35 years
old but looked like an old woman, almost blind, disfig-
ured by rheumatism at that—her fingers crooked, un-
able to straighten, her legs cramped, so she could barely
walk. [There were] two children: two girls, 10 and 4 years
old, stood right here, examining me with childish naiveté
and amazement. Bare skin showed through the rags
that served as a substitute for clothes. These were rags
indeed: [they] bore traces of repeated stitching, which
probably demanded much effort from the afflicted hands
of the half-blind mother, but evidently never knew soap.
The furnishings were in harmony with everything else: a
kneading trough, a board for cooking, and two or three
cups—that was literally all that was inside the house. Prob-
ably, everything had been sold off during the owner’s ill-
ness to buy food. There was not even a tin samovar, a
common possession in even the poorest of Tatar families;
these ‘samovars’ are known to be the permanent reason
for Russians—both peasants and the ‘educated classes,
especially the latter—to criticise the Tatars. But the fact
is that a samovar in this case also serves as a cauldron
(kotél), which is often not there to begin with—it is the
cheapest and most convenient means to make hot sea-
soning (priprava) for the food, consisting of bread and po-
tatoes only.

In the autumn, | met Tokhvatullin one more time. He looked
healthier, but the inherent frailty of course remained with
him. He told me that during the summer he had barely
managed to earn anything—he borrowed money from
a fellow villager (odnoselets) and needed to work it off.
They agreed on 1 rouble 50 kopecks per desiatina (offi-
cial measure) on the owner’'s wheat field. [His] sick wife
also helped with the harvesting; they took the child with
them, and for this time, [they] managed to find for their
older girl (10 years old) a [work] placement ‘as a nanny’
(pomestit’ v liudi ‘v nian’ki’). Together, they worked the
desiatina for ten days, and thus their daily wage (p. 27)
was 7Y% kopecks per person, whereas in the steppe one
could earn one rouble a day or more. They did not man-
age to go to the steppe, first, because, as was already
mentioned, they had to work off the money advanced for
the harvest collection; secondly, there is a whole array of
other reasons: the crippled wife cannot join the artel; nei-
ther she nor the child can walk far; it is too expensive to
hire a horse for this, as some indeed do—the hire costs 5
roubles a month, and one has to pledge something as a
guarantee of orderly payment and provide guarantors in
case the horse dies or disappears. In view of such strict
conditions set by custom in this region, few manage to
hire a horse for the summer, and so, no matter how poor,
a Tatar tries hard to have a horse and a telega of his own
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to be able to go to the steppe with his family. Thanks to
this, the percentage of horseless homesteads here is not
as high as we observe in Tatar villages of other districts.
With no horse and no telega, when leaving for the steppe,
one has to either leave the family behind or not go too far
and be content with worse pay for the labour. In Tokhva-
tullin’s example, we have already seen the incredibly low
level to which the payment can drop under these condi-
tions. Tokhvatullin had his own crops at that: 480 square
sazhens of ploughed winter fields (0zim’) were sown with
millet (proso). (Because of the iliness, there were no crops
in the spring-sown field.) The millet turned out so bad, that
it had to be cut down with a scythe—[he managed to]
thresh only 3 puds. In the vegetable garden, 10 pudovkas
of ‘potatoes’ were planted—40 [pudovkas] were collected.
Out of these, Tokhvatullin put 15 ‘into a pit’ for seeds. ‘|
hid what there was..., he said, ‘if we don't have enough,
we will eat it (ne pospeem, tak s'em)— (the local Tatars
and Chuvash only use the word pospet’ in the sense of
‘to be enough’). On the question of what they were going
to live on through the winter, Tokhvatullin could not give
a certain answer to me: ‘It would be [good] to do some
work, he reasoned, ‘[but I] cannot leave the house: the
woman is sick, she cannot fetch firewood. This year 4 rou-
bles are paid per ‘soul’, but the ‘poll tax’ (podushnye) is 8
roubles and 19 kopecks." The question of [their] livelihood
thus remained ‘open’. It is obvious that this ‘householder’
and his family will not get by without begging for alms; it
is also obvious that the following year, he will completely
move (p. 28) into the category of beskhoziainy [with no
cultivated land], increasing the amount of arrears on all
of his dues for 1883. There are thousands of such Tokh-
vatullins across the governorate; is it surprising that the
arrears are increasing despite the resolute measures to
collect [them]? There is nothing to take from such ‘heads
of household'...

2. Nagmatulla Faizullin. 47 years old; wife of the same age.
They have five children: a six-year-old boy, and twelve, ten,
four, and one-year-old girls. All are healthy. In the autumn,
when | caught this family in a joyful bustle, Faizullin was
building a new house. The frame for the house (without
the ceiling and the floor) had been bought in the neigh-
bouring village (selo) of Tiurniasevo for 7 roubles. The old
house had not yet been disassembled, making it clear
with its rotten bits and gaps that it was no longer possible
to live in it. Thus, the money earned by Faizullin during the
summer in the steppe was inevitably to be spent on build-
ing [a house]. There was nothing to sell: no horse, no cattle
of any kind, he did not even have a hen. Almost his entire
land allotment for one soul was rented out to someone
else: only ¥ of a desiatina (os’'minnik) was sown with mil-
let. It did not grow [enough], smothered by grass—it yield-
ed only two telegas, from which 4 puds were threshed. In
the vegetable garden, 5 pudovkas of potatoes were plant-
ed—Tit] yielded 20. This is the only food [belonging to] this
family consisting of 7 people. But this was in September of
last year, more than half a year ago. By what means and
how this family lives today is the same mystery as it is for
a number of other [families] like it...

3. Di-Mukhamet Nazyrov. He is 49 years old, [his] (second)
wife is 40. [There are] five children: the oldest son is 12
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(he was sent to work for a German in a colony), the sec-
ond [son] is 9, the third [son] is 3. One daughter is 8 years
old, the other is 6 months old. The crib with this child pro-
duced such a stench that | barely stayed in their house for
five minutes, but at the same time | even marked in the
notebook: ‘In the house, it is clean, children have a healthy
complexion, but their stomachs are very distended.” This
unusual, bordering on monstrosity of a stomach distention
in children startled me at first, and | diligently asked the
parents what kind of iliness the child had, [and] whether
he had been seen by a doctor. To my questions, the par-
ents would respond with condescending smiles—they did
not see anything out of the ordinary in this phenomenon:
‘He ate recently,” they would say, ‘This is because of po-
tatoes.” Later | too (p. 29) grew accustomed to this mon-
strous phenomenon, which | did not observe in either the
Russian or Chuvash [families]. Perhaps, it is the result of
exclusively eating potatoes with not enough salt. At any
rate, among the poor Tatar children, one comes across
this sickly trait quite often. In the relatively well-off houses,
as far as | remember, | never saw this.

Di-Mukhamet Nazyrov does not cultivate any land. His
land had been ‘sold’ for 4 roubles and 50 kopecks. In
the vegetable garden, 5 pudovkas of potatoes had been
planted and 20 harvested.'* There was no other food
stored except for this. There was nothing to sell either:
in the house, there was nothing except for one pillow, a
tub or a trough, and several crockery items. No cattle or
poultry. Back in the summer, | asked Nazyrov about what
he was going to live off of during the winter without any
crops. Here is his answer literally noted down on the cen-
sus sheet (podvornyi list): “We will go outside, lie down
in the snow and die.’ In the autumn, when | came to his
house for the second time, Nazyrov had gone away to
work for the timber merchant Kolchurin. To the question
about how much he could earn there, the neighbours who
were present answered affirmatively that he could earn
enough in one week for a pud of flour. The [village] head-
man and other fellow villagers for some reason especially
praised Nazyrov and called him ‘the poorest in the village'.
Perhaps because he fights his own poverty with particu-
lar zeal: apart from the regular ‘burlachestvo’, he makes
bricks (b'et kirpichi), digs wells, stuffs sacks (nabivvaet
kul'e) at the mill, and gets hired as a woodcutter. At the
same time, to use the headman’s words, ‘He is too much
of an honest man: he will rather die than betray his word.
He is always given money in advance for harvesting.” In-
deed, last summer, he harvested to work off the money
advanced to him at 3 roubles per desiatina measured at
4,000 square sazhens. He did not break his word, and one
could not really [do such a thing]—for such cases, there is
the volost court, which will not stop (p. 30) until the last

That the question on the quantity of potatoes planted was asked in
June and [the question on] how much was harvested [was asked]

in September confirms the truthfulness of these reported data. The
answers, in the meantime, accord with each other: almost always it
turns out that the amount planted is a quarter of what was harvested.
In some cases, it is improbable to suggest that the person answering
in the autumn remembers his response given in the summer and is
answering according to it. For example, in the summer, it was Nazyrov
himself who answered, and in the autumn—his wife, since he was not
home.
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house is sold to pay off the debt, and on the other hand, if
caught lying once, next year no one will lend you money.

The Tatars are often accused of ‘abandoning their land’
and becoming beskhoziainy. Upon closer examination,
this accusation —at least when it comes to the area that
[this report] is about—results from a misconception. The
above table (IV) on sowing, on the contrary, demonstrates
that a poor Tatar, like a drowning man grasping at a straw,
holds onto his land to the very end. In the 88 homesteads
of the first rank, we counted only 53 ploughs and 42 har-
rows, and the crops were on 261 desiatinas, including 53
leased ones. Even the 44 horseless homesteads, with 7
ploughs and 6 harrows, sow 85 desiatinas (the horse in
these cases is often taken in exchange for land cultivation:
i.e., the owner of the horse get his desiatina or paddock
ploughed in exchange for the [the other’s] right to use
the horse to ploughing his own paddock; however, when
heading far into the steppe for a long time, [peasants] of-
ten hire [someone] to ‘steam’ and sow the winter crops,
and besides ask to deposit a pawn as guarantee of or-
derly pay). The miserable amount of crops is not due to
the lack of land in this case (with a smaller land allotment,
a wealthy man can find the means to sow ten times the
amount), but due to the very same hunger in the winter
(zimniaia bezkormitsa): when there are 7-8 eaters beg-
ging for bread, perhaps with tears in their eyes, is it pos-
sible to save some for seeds? The size of arable land is
determined in these groups primarily by the quantity of
seeds. On the other hand, sowing is always a risky busi-
ness, while earnings in the steppe are a more reliable
source of money. If there was a possibility of leaving the
state of complete poverty (neimushchestvo) and con-
stant need (neobespechennost’) all at once, then anyone
would prefer to take care of their own household, but this
is something unattainable—unwillingly, one has to be
the eternal farmhand (batrak) in the steppe. Many have
grown up in this state, having not inherited anything from
their fathers except for a rotten house. Awaiting us is no
chance for the numbers of such homesteads to decrease
but, on the contrary, there is a good chance that they will
multiply. Currently, among the 200 homesteads, there are
only 25 elderly (older than 60), 43 male adolescents (14—
17), and 183 boys younger than 14. In some 5-6 years all
these 43 adolescents will marry, almost every one of them
will set up their own house, form a separate ‘homestead,
have a family, and (p. 31) as the number of these ‘farm-
hands of the steppe’ increases, the payment for labouring
in the steppe will decrease, especially considering that in
the steppe itself the population will also rapidly grow—
more of their own local (domashnii) working hands. The
time is nigh when the ‘burlachestvo’ of the Tatars of the
Tetiushi and Chistopol districts will come to an end. And
by that time, it will be impossible to farm at home without
cattle because the soil will need fertilizer. Then those who
have a lot of cattle now will concentrate all of the arable
land in their hands, and the other half of the population —
more likely even a majority— will become their farmhands
or will resettle en masse, if they are able to overcome the
insurmountable difficulty standing in the way of such an
outcome, [namely] the ban on moving out for those who
still have arrears to pay. And presently the census that we
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conducted by order of zemstvo gave birth to an odd ru-
mour in the population, that the census is conducted to
determine who will stay and who will be relocated ‘to the
new lands’ somewhere far away.

Let us return to the list of names.

4. Widow Mukhabbia Faizova, 45 years old, with two
boys of 10 and 7. No land. Only one pudovka of potatoes
was planted in the vegetable garden. The house was on
the verge of falling apart: the brother of the widow’s de-
ceased husband explained to me that he does not allow
her to repair the house because the homestead territory
(dvorovoe mesto) now belongs to him, and he does not
want the widow to stay there forever; however, as long
as the house is inhabitable, he will not kick her out... But
it is very likely that he will not have to wait for long: even
the floor in this house is rotten to some extent, so that one
could put a foot through the gaps between the planks—
the children have to step over those gaps. All of the pos-
sessions of the widow were in front of me: one pillow, two
half-length fur coats, a little tub in the corner with a plank
on top; on top of the plank [there was] a tin samovar, a
teacup, and a kettle. On the floor [there was] a metal jug
for ablutions (omovenie). Next to the stove, [there were]
two or three pieces of cookware. There was nothing else.
The widow herself was not at home. To the question of
what she lived on, | was told that she trades in besoms
and moss. One of the boys stood in front of me when | was
in their house. | asked him what he had eaten that day.
The boy laughed joyfully and answered in Tatar that he
‘went around the village to eat’ (such was the translation
of his answer by the headman). The ugly, distended (p.
32) stomach of the boy took the shape of a hemisphere
under the dirty shirt, his only garment even though it was
the end of September.

The following widows were in a similar situation: Ganizia-
mal’ Karimova, with three young children. Gaisha Ibragi-
mova (58 years old, ill) with an eleven-year-old son; the
widow of an old peasant who died already after the cen-
sus [named] Khisnutdin Gezeev, who was ill through the
entire harvest-time, so that only her daughter worked, 15
years old, earning 15-20 kopecks; the widow Khusainova,
the mother of the fourteen-year-old ‘householder’ Khus-
netdin Khusainov, with a sixteen-year-old daughter, land-
less like all of the above-mentioned, and [whose house]
burnt down in spring 1883 at that. In the autumn, | saw
that they had already built a new house, probably having
sold a cow with a calf, which they had during the census.
The mother of Iskak Sittikov, with two girls of 9 and 7 years
of age, who had a cow, a calf, one hen, who had been re-
cently widowed, after which the son of her first husband,
the seventeen-year-old boy Iskak Sittikov, had taken her
into his care, i.e., he returned to his father’s house from be-
ing a labourer as a ‘householder’ and breadwinner of the
family. | will mention, at last, the widow Gal’fuin Khalitova,
a seventy-five-year-old elderly woman who lived together
with her thirteen-year-old grandson and was evidently
respected in the village for her piety (blagochestie): she
constantly whispered prayers, and she is even allowed in-
side the mosque. About all of them, one would have to re-
peat the same thing with slight variations: here the house
is a little newer, there—a little older, here [it has] bladder
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[windows], there—remnants of windowpanes; here there
are 1% pudovkas of potatoes in the vegetable garden,
there, there are three, and so on, and so forth.

But before moving to the other village, Stepnoe Ozero, a
hero of the last war must be pointed out, the non-commis-
sioned officer Khairulla Khusnutdinov—almost blind and
barely able to move his feet despite his young age (he is
41). | cannot say whether he was paralysed or if some
other disease befell him, only that he cannot work and
needs to be taken care of, and meanwhile he has a family:
two little children and a wife. In addition to all this, [their
house] burnt down last spring. The land is obviously not
sown—it is unknown what they will live by... Khusnutdin-
ov asked for a pension or an allowance from the military
department—he was told that the village community to
which he belonged was obligated to take care of him. But
the reader now knows what state this ‘community’ is in.
What can it (p. 33) do if there are so many people to be
taken care of who are its members, that if the wealthy ones
give one slice of rye bread to every poor person every day,
then they themselves will soon drop to the rank of those
in need?

Here there are 141 homesteads, from among which |
had to choose: whom to point out, whom to make an ex-
ample of?

One scene or rather image that | happened to see here at
the end of June last year comes to mind above all. While
going from one homestead to another, | reached some fal-
low land, not fenced, either from the side of the street or
from the far edge. Endless nettle [growth] and burdock as
tall as a person made one think that there is no material for
the census, and | would have probably walked past, had
| not been told that people lived here, not in houses but in
something between a mud hut (zemlianka) and a hovel
(shalash). An ugly pile of brushwood, straw, planks, cov-
ered in soil, smeared with clay, propped with sticks and
poles, with a hole [leading] down, with a little window like
one that can be found in stables, with a chimney—a sign
that the smoke was vented out through a chimney—such
was the house | wanted to enter. | did not have a chance
to visit it, however, the owner of this dwelling, a young
Tatar built like an athlete (bogatyr’) (Minnigalei Fakhret-
dinov) blocked my way. Unconscious and seemingly in
fever, he was lying on the bare ground under the canopy
of the hovel that served as the inner porch. A bow! of wa-
ter stood next to his head and on the other side, also on
the ground, lay a two-year-old baby covered with some
cloth, clearly also sick. The woman had likely hidden her-
self when | arrived. | do not recall now, whether it was she
whom we called, or if it was the neighbours’ accounts that
we based our entry on, but on the census sheet of this
householder the following data about him and his family
are marked down: He is 38 years old, his wife—35. They
have children: a twelve-year-old boy (sent to work as a
shepherd boy), the other was 4, the third one was 3, and
the girl was 8. They have a horse; to feed it through the
winter, 3 roubles and 50 kopecks worth of hay and 2 rou-
bles worth of straw had been bought. There were no more
cattle. Fakhretdinov earns his living by burlachestvo and
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by weaving baskets for tarantasses. The land is for two
souls.’® One half he leases out, the other is cultivated by
hired [workers]. He has enough of his own grain for about
three months. (p. 34)

One is also struck by the decrepitude of the clay-walled
hut (mazanka), set up 25 years ago, in the homestead
of Abdul Valei Nagdeev. Nagdeev, a 63-year-old elderly
man, [is] blind. He is married to his second wife, who is 15.
He has a son, 23 years old, also married and also almost
blind, as is his wife. Thus, they sometimes cannot cultivate
land or go to find temporary work elsewhere. [They] gather
alms although they have a little sown field of their own.
But let us turn to a family that has a healthy worker who
is not a ‘burlak’ and who fully invests himself in working
his own farmland. Such is, for instance, the peasant Sai-
dashev, son of Faizulla Saidashev—a seventy-five-year-
old elderly man, living, as is customary, with his second
wife (50 years old), maybe with the economic aim (kho-
ziaistvennaia tsel’) of having another [female] worker in
the house, since the son’s wife has too many children,
namely: boys of 10 and 7, and girls in their 12th, 6th, and
1st year. So, the family consists of 9 people but has only 1
worker. Despite the number of children, there is no cow in
the house; [they are], however, raising a heifer. There is a
horse with a foal, five sheep, five lambs, and five hens. 15
pudovkas of potatoes were planted in the vegetable gar-
den and the field. The field crops were significant: almost
the maximum of what one worker would have enough
time to cultivate. In the two fields— they own land for 3%
souls and 2 sections (zhrebii) of leased land—together, a
little more than 8 desiatinas. Evidently, with so much field
work there is no time to go into the steppe, therefore all
the land-related payments must be paid off from the in-
come generated by land, i.e., from grain sales. How much
do they pay [in dues], then, with 8 desiatinas sown on two
fields? Per one plot of land (‘per soul’) in Stepnoe Ozero, a
muzhik pays 7 roubles and 32 kopecks (soldiers pay less);
it follows that for 3%z souls, 25 roubles and 62 kopecks
[are paid]; the rent for one piece of land is 6 roubles 81 ko-
pecks, [so] for two parts [itis] 13 roubles and 62 kopecks.
To sum up, Saidashev is to pay 39 roubles and 24 kopecks
in dues, not to mention the insurance payments, the huge
food debts, arrears, and various communal payments: hir-
ing a cart (podvoda), repairing bridges, hiring shepherds,
[money to buy] firewood for the mosque and the school,
etc. According to my calculations, there is about one rou-
ble worth of such small payments per soul per year; as
to the arrears and food debts that Stepnoe Ozero had by
17 October, [they amounted to] 12,784 roubles and 7%
kopecks, not counting the 3,509 roubles and 60 kopecks
remitted following the Most Gracious Imperial Proclama-
tion (Vysochaishii manifest) of 15 May [1883].*° To these
arrears (p. 35), add the tax rate of 1883 at 3,885 roubles
and 23 kopecks, out of which almost nothing was paid
due to the bad harvest, and little will probably be paid in
present year 1884, so that by the beginning of the com-

Editor’s note: Only the head of a household counted as a ‘soul’ (dusha)
at this point, which had to do with taxation.

Editor's note: 15 May 1883 was the day of the coronation of Tsar
Alexander lll, and as on previous occasions, the coronation was
accompanied by a whole range of other ‘gifts’ to the population.
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ing year, Stepnoe Ozero will have tax payments of about
20,000 due, which, calculated per one man who is able to
work, is about 56 roubles. From this average calculation
for the entire village, let us return to a particular case, for
example Saidashev, who will pay for 3%z souls’. We will
not count in the rent for now. We see that for 3% souls, he
owes 25 roubles and 62 kopecks per year, and with the
addition of insurance payments, we can confidently round
it up to 26 roubles. Counting the communal payments at
1 rouble per soul, 3 roubles and 50 kopecks, [we get] 29
roubles and 50 kopecks. If he does not pay this sum from
the [money he made with the] current harvest by January
of the coming year, he will have to pay double: for 1883
and 1884. It follows that from the harvest of the coming
summer, Saidashev will have to pay, besides the rent, 59
roubles. But the arrears from previous years are, if count-
ed per soul (12,784 roubles 7%a kopecks / 519 taxed souls),
24 roubles and 63 kopecks. Suppose that Saidashev is in
arrears in payment of the entire sum, then for 3% souls,
[he is] due to pay 86 roubles and 20Y2 kopecks for the ar-
rears of the previous years. 145 roubles and 20%2 kopecks
in total, and in any case he must pay 13 roubles and 62
kopecks for the two sections of rented land. It follows that
if—allow us this improbable supposition for a moment—
all of the arrears as well as payments currently due were
to be paid from the next summer’s harvest, then Saida-
shev would have to pay 157 and odd roubles, and most
likely even more, since he will probably take a new loan
from the zemstvo to sow the spring-sown fields. These cal-
culations show with relentless clarity that, in villages like
Krivoe [Ozero] and Stepnoe Ozero, the arrears in payments
and food debts will have to be declared irredeemable. Their
household economies do not get better to say the very
least, the real proletariat (fakticheskii proletariat) multiplies
every year, the cattle decrease with every bad harvest,
and there is no guarantee that bad harvests are not going
to repeat themselves in the future as often as in the past:
1868, 1870, 1873, 1877, 1880, and 1883 (p. 36)—these
are years of bad harvest in this area that locals remember.
The gaps [between them] are so insignificant that during
these gaps, there is not enough time to pay the arrears. All
of this makes one think that, in the near future, the Tatar
poor’ will make the Russian and Chuvash population take
over their unpayable food debt, if not entirely, then to a sig-
nificant degree... One cannot see another way out.

Let us go through several other census sheets.

Gainulla Khabibullin is 47. He is himself healthy, his wife
[is] blind, there is a ‘swarm’ of children: the boy [is] 10;
the girls [are] 17, 14, 7, and 4, and [there is] an orphaned
nephew [who is] 9. There is no cow; [he] sold it in 1877,
a bad harvest year, and has not been able to get a new
one since. There are 2 goats, 2 goatlings, 2 sheep, and 2
hens, i.e., all of this was there in the summer. There was
a horse too, [used for] sowing the land (2 souls and 1%
lots), however, they already had to buy grain starting from
the Winter Feast of St Nicholas, 9 December. [He] goes
to the steppe with the two older girls for seasonal work
while his blind wife takes care of the younger children at
home. According to the calculations already familiar to the
reader, this homestead owes 24 roubles and 85 kopecks
in annual payments.
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Mukhutdin Khisamutdinov is a sixty-year-old elderly man,
dumb, and suffering from epilepsy. His wife is 50, and his
three sons are of working age, but one of them is a soldier,
another [is] a worker (not yet a full worker, [since he is]
17). The two live with their father, the oldest recently got
married (probably [he] has children by now). The young-
est child is 4. There are also two girls, 12 and 14 [years
old]. There is no cow; the sheep were sold in 1880, a year
of bad harvest. In the summer, there was a horse, a calf,
and one hen. They lease land sufficient for two souls, they
do not sow one of the plots themselves. After the good
harvest in 1882, they had enough of their own grain only
until January. Evidently because they had sold their grain
to pay duties and [for] various household needs.

Let us proceed to the horseless group.

Temirbulat Nassreddinov is 38, a widower. His ill wife had
been getting weaker for five years and died in the spring
of 1883, leaving four young children: boys of 14, 12, and
9 [years of age] and a girl in her 5th year. The oldest boy
was sent to work as a shepherd. They had a cow, during
the census even with a calf, and 3 hens—nothing else.
The horse died last spring at the peak of the ploughing
season (p. 37). According to the householder, 9 of his
horses have died since he left his father at the age of 13.
It is not hard to believe: he owns land sufficient for one
soul, so there are 20 puds of [his] own hay per year, and
the horse probably never sees any oats at all. And the
kind of horses that householders like these buy are those
that others sell fearing that, if not today then tomorrow,
the horse will die from lack of fodder (beskormitsa). Hav-
ing lost his horse, Nassreddinov, however, did not leave
his ‘soul’*” unsown: he hired [someone else] to plough,
harrow, and sow it for 3 roubles. In the spring, it costs a
lot because the ‘fodder is expensive’. When going away
for seasonal work, Nassreddinov leaves his children with
his sister, who is married [and lives] in the same village.
He must leave bread to feed them. In general, he does
not often have a chance to live in his house: before and
after the harvest time, he is either hired to make bricks,
or earns money by digging wells (in the steppe, there
are almost as many wells as there are peasant home-
steads). According to him, together with a fellow worker,
it is possible to dig a five-sazhen-deep well [10.7m], and
make and insert a wooden frame in two weeks. For such
work, one receives 5 roubles from the owner’s board (na
khoziaiskikh kharchakh). The house of this widower was
completely ruined—even the floor is broken, and there is
no plank bed.

Fakhruddin Sarytov is a sixty-seven-year-old elderly man,
widower, completely blind. He has a twenty-seven-year-
old son, one-armed—the other arm does not function—
cross-eyed; his wife is lame. Only she is able to work, and
even she is somehow sickly. 5 years ago, their cow died;
two years ago, the horse died. Now they have no cattle or
poultry. Their land is cultivated by hiring [someone else].
Last winter, they sold 20 puds of grain, and from January
on, [they] started buying grain themselves. This is most
common, not only in Tatar but also in Russian and Chu-
vash villages.

Translator’s note: Here, a ‘soul’ refers to the plot of land measured per
one audited soul.
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Akhmet Dzialaletdinov is 53, his wife 45. Seven children,
one of which is an adult, 19, but ill— ‘the heart aches’ and
the stomach. The other children are 13, 6, 4, and %2 (boys)
and 16 and 11 (girls). The house is rotten, with bladders
in the windows. They have no cattle: ‘| buy a cow or a
horse every year, the householder would say, ‘They do not
live. | have been utterly ruined by this. At last, | bought a
goat—it too was eaten by a wolf’ There is land owned for
1Y souls and leased land for 2 [souls]. All of it is sown by
hiring [someone else]. He leaves for seasonal work with
his family. Last winter, [he] started buying grain from the
new year onwards.

Let us turn to the ‘beskhoziainye’ [with no cultivated land]:
(p- 38)

Nigmatulla Faizullin, a retired soldier, 70. Three years
ago he built a new house and married a woman, who is
exactly half his age but, on the other hand, dumb. They
are rearing a child, a boy. He has no crops. The commune
gives him Y2 desiatina of land in each field, but because of
his old age, Faizullin cannot plough anymore and leases
out his land for 2% roubles a year.

Khairulla Saifullin, 45, but blind, which financially ruined
him. He sold everything, except for the house because the
family is big: five children. The oldest is a boy, 16. He is the
only hope.

Shaban Abdullin, 60; his wife 48. They have a daughter
[who is] 7. One of his arms does not function. Because of
this, the land is not sown. The wife planted 2 pudovkas of
potatoes in the vegetable garden, and the family does not
have any more than this, there is not even a house, and
they live, out of charity, at their nephew’s.

Gumer Abubakirov is also homeless, [his] wife [has been]
blind for 8 years. He himself was ill for 2 years. They lost
everything during this time: their cattle, land, and house.
They have four children: two boys (16 and 11) and two
daughters (20 and 13). They get hired to work and live
from one day to the next, since they do not have a house-
hold of their own.

In the same state are the three Abzialilov brothers. All
three are homeless, but all three are married, and two [of
them] have children: one has four, another [has] three—all
of them underaged. It is unknown what they live on; what
is true, however, is that they have no possessions. During
the census, one of the brothers was working as a shep-
herd, and the other two had already gone to the steppe.
Abdul’-Fattakh Khaibullin, 60, his wife [is] also [60]; both
are blind. [They have] four children: the oldest son is 19,
[he] lives with and works for Germans. The second [son] is
17 and his sister is 15, [they] were hired to tend herds [of
sheep], and the youngest son, 13, takes his blind parents
to gather alms. They don't have a house, [they] rent a part
of someone else’s house (zhivut na kvartire).

Lastly, in Stepnoe Ozero, according to the census, there
are 11 homesteads of widows and orphans. | will only list
them, briefly pointing out special circumstances of this or
that family, since the reader already has an idea of the
everyday life of the peasant homesteads of widows based
on the examples from Krivoe Ozero provided above. Here,
everything is extremely similar: houses falling apart, chil-
dren gathering alms, money advanced before the harvest
time; illnesses, injuries, and... tears instead of answers (p.
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39) to the questions of a ‘statistician’. Here is a list of these
widows. The wealthiest of them all is Gainullina, 38, with
three children. During the census, apart from a house, she
had a barn, a cow, and 3 hens. When [her] husband [was
alive], she got used to ‘living well: they had two horses,
17 beehives. Seven years ago, widowed and left alone
with a baby, a one-year-old, and an eight-year-old, [she]
began selling one thing after another to support herself.
Now the eldest daughter, 15, already helps her with work:
[she] is hired for harvesting. In the vegetable garden, 8
pudovkas of potatoes have been planted. [She] rents the
area of a meadow [measured] for one soul to feed the
cow; she hires [people] to cut and transport the grass, and
it costs her 4Y2 roubles, and there are 9 haycocks, 27-30
puds that is. In the winter, however, [she] had to buy two
threshing barns of straw (three roubles worth).

Another widow, Gadiia Bikulova, whose son is already
14 and daughter 18, even rents and cultivates her land
by hiring [workers]. Last year she had enough of her own
grain until mid-winter. She also owns a cow. Galima Vali-
tova does not have any cattle, but rents %2 desiatina in the
fields. She has it cultivated by hiring [workers], but [they]
harvest themselves: she has a son who is 15, her daugh-
teris 12, and another boy, who is 8. When already a wid-
ow, in 1880, a year of famine, she lost 3 horses, 3 cows,
and 15 sheep. Before, they lived ‘rich’... Ekhgliulla Valiullina
with her mother, a seventy-year-old woman, and two chil-
dren (14 and 11), boys. The younger is deaf-and-dumb.
Her son-in-law did her a favour and sowed her *husband’s
[one] soul [worth of land]’, the horse is, however, their own.
The five-arshin-long house is extremely dilapidated; [they]
complain that during the winter it is too cold. The wid-
ow Khamitova has a similar house with bladders in the
windows. She has a son who is 20 and two daughters
(22 and 18), but all three are blind. There is also a fifteen-
year-old boy. He tends a herd [of sheep] in his village.

The blind Minni-ufa Abdullatypova, 45, with her son, 12,
has an adult stepson but he does not support her. Gainet-
dinova, a soldier’s widow, is also blind and already old, 60.
She has an adult but still unmarried son, 24, and a daugh-
ter, 16; both do seasonal work (burlachat), since neither
of them has any land. They have no property. There were
5 puds of potatoes in the vegetable garden. The widow
Nazira Aliakberova is 45, with two children, 13 and 10.
She has nothing, except for a house [and] 3 pudovkas of
potatoes. The widow Fakhrnisa Sharapova, 55, single,
lives by alms and by renting out her house: 13 people in, of
course, only one room (p. 40) with rotten walls. The three
Abzialilov brothers and their families lodge in her house.
The widow Giaukhar’ Abdullina with three children, girls
[who] are 12 and 10, and a boy, who is 7. Before his death,
her husband had been ill for four years; she has been wid-
owed for 5 years. In these 9 years, they lost everything.
Her husband’s plot of land belongs to her and by leasing it
out she gets 5 roubles per year.

The widow Gain'ia luzeeva, 55, single. Her only son was
drafted into the army during the 1882 conscription be-
cause, according to the records, this family had two sons;
but the other son was from another mother (the father was
a bigamist) and supports his mother, and this [woman] re-
mains in a helpless state, crying inconsolably. If | am not
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mistaken, the law was later clarified or amended so that
such accidents would not be possible in the future. But
| could not explain to her whether this amendment had
any retroactive effect and whether luzeeva could petition
for the return of her only son. And, how will she petition,
if she does not speak or understand a word of Russian?
Not to mention that any such petitioning demands spend-
ing, and she has nothing, except for a house, though she
has no [wood] to heat it, so she can barely live there dur-
ing the winter. In the summer, she sits at the door of this
lonely house and weeps silently; people come to pity her
and bring her food. The recent tragedy has paralysed her
arms—she is not yet ready to go back to work. It is in this
state that | found her last summer.

In conclusion, | point to the widow Khil’'miziamal’ lar-
mukhametova with two children: a boy, 11, and a girl, 15.
All three have epilepsy, and their father suffered from it,
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too. The widow is of young age, 35, but looks very old. She
was widowed recently, in the winter of 1882. They have
nothing, except for a house with bladders in the windows
and three pudovkas of potatoes in the vegetable garden.
They gather alms.
| should just add that the other Tatar villages that | ex-
amined last summer do not significantly differ from the
two described here. On closer inspection, some of them
could have turned out to be even poorer than Krivoe Ozero
and Stepnoe Ozero. | have chosen to examine these two
villages because the information gathered about them
seemed more reliable.

(signed) K. Lavrskii
Kazan
19 March 1884
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sospomuocTs GLANMNE TaTapaMt UTHPABIATLON Wi
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UEYDA OTUA CeMCiICTBA PACKWTYIACh WA Tpasb. Dess co-
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Wiy, Busoria we pasdepeiiici Bb Hraxs uporssYphuneuy

or3WBaxs O tarapunb. Kanh paboMeawt: TV quBatcn oMy
craBidts ero swiue paloruuka  BCLXB APYUuX® kauil, g
UPeCLaBALIOTD €10 BARUNEL-10 JbuTaeMb ¥ JCKCOOLOM 1.
bypiasecrsn” — pesyaprars  saceremin  Camapesnxi
cremefl, b ocobeudocrd umonB.aetln na Mberl  RARAMBILIN
Ko4epoks Ooraraxts wbyennuxt koaoritt no  cocbacrsy cu
oOHCHBaeMol MHOKW MbEersstrrio, orossaiocs na Owrhk s3alii—
HUXb TATEPH POKOBLIMU HOC.ABACIBIAMN: pyCCkle B vyBaliy,
svegbe goiguFHse N0 npupoth. He LOARCTHAMCL HA  UPU-
M3HRY UMLOIHBIXS 3apa00TRUBL BL Crel; oTh HuXb phiko
KTo ¥0Aurn ,0ypaaunte™. bhanbiman gacrb reraps yraex-
J8Ch STUMb DPOMHCIOME Bb YUI*P6D  CoGCYBENHONY X03sil-
/c‘rB_v, A4 BOT'H MH BHINMb® Yy BUXL  ToAbKO  LDL  ABYXH Je-
pesdiXb UOYTU CTOIbEU-&KE ,,0e3S03HHHWXD" ZBOPOBH (@2),
CK0.1L50 80 BCLXh 12 pyeecKO~1yBAUICKMX'H CeIeuinXth toil-me
Boaoety (38). Cocrosaie mo.agoil ,,6e3x03:1lt0CTI " .11 G.ans-
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BpailaeTcs: . aoMa He emborn, a 85 Creus —uni i BOIKY"
akuEL 00pasoN L, suMa HPOXOANTD BT OTHANHHIIX b UOHCKAX'E
JAU Boxb Oyayuyw paGory. Tymv-10 o nagders nbua
X% pyG.ch sa yOopwy ,coreunoii’ ieci i, v He phiso
CTent COBChML ke yiaercn, HOroMy 4o foma, V
Xh cochaei ¢b sudn Guiay nadparo croinko pa-
O%d ee wepepadoTaeily, i1 Crenn yae vech Xahot
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erarp ceoil magbam BhL apeuiy. Jdro rbaaeren Gesp Hocpexr-
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By sybummsxi mbcraxs Bb Aposowb moab Goabe mcer 0
chkiorb n0A6L; AuYMeHb U UiNeHBNY Boece Be chiOTH, rpeis —
majto. Uro-=e racaercd 6bAEHXD ABOPOBH, OHE HWOUYTH CO-
schus ue chbiors B osca. Bb BuAY 3TOr0, MH Gyiems He-
AaJeKd OTbh HCTHHH, €C1B NPEANOIOEBMbD, 9T0 NOIQBHEA NO-
chpa, noxasaasaro n% 9rod Tabaun’k, upeicrasaiers BCKI0O-
ynreabno nochkss moal0w, W TakuME 06pPasoND BHUHCIEMD—
croabko x156a Moran co6paTh PAsSCMATPHSAEMHE HAMM ABOPH-
061 ypomat pwansro xib6a—mueuero ropopuTh, TAED EaRD
ero 6yxeaasno ne 6uio (ocobenso y OLAENXDH, KOTOPHE Sa-
Gpasmuch wyxoit paGuroil, 103180 ¢boTh, 4 JacTo B SeMIK
cpo0 06paGOTHBAITH HAfiMOMD, TARH BAKH CAME YXOIATH
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