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Early Bronze Age settlement and burial ground of SchloBvippach, Thuringia

Archaeological, anthropological and archaeometrical researches

Summary

The remarkable complexity of archaeological features
reconstructed at ,Fasanenwaldchen®, a settlement and
burial ground located near the municipality SchloR-
vippach in the Thuringian district of Sommerda allow us
to draw conclusions about the various types of activities
of an early Bronze Age settlement. We found post dis-
colorations approximately 180m - mostly parallel along
the eaves — of five almost fully discernible long houses as
well as the ground plan segments of up to five additional
but only fragmentarily preserved buildings. Phosphate
examination proved that one of the buildings had served
as a byre — dwelling for men and livestock alike, the first
of its kind ever identified with the Unétice culture.

In the southern part of the excavated section of
the settlement, we were able to establish proof of the
remains of a settlement infrastructure — wells and water
holes. In addition, we excavated pathway corridors on
the settlement grounds. Unfortunately, we were unable
to definitively ascribe these pathways to the early Bronze
Age. The spread of the remains of ceramics, stone and
bone tools as well as animal bones found in the settle-
ment pits show that the Bronze Age settlers activities
were mainly performed east of the dwellings.

We were able to excavate a cemetery with at least
35 grave structures approximately 15m east of the early
Bronze Age settlement. An additional group of three
graves emerged out of the way and about 85m south of
the dwellings. A single burial was located in a settlement
pit southwest of one of these dwellings. The irregular
arrangement of the graves in the cemetery exhibited nei-
ther rows nor systematic placements making it impossi-
ble to categorize this site by anthropological or chrono-
logical principles or by types of grave goods. Graves with
singular stones, stone frames, walled chambers, stone
cists and stone packings lie next to simple flat graves.
Furthermore, we were able to establish proof of a tree-
trunk coffin. There are 29 individual graves on the one
side, including an unusual type of grave, and seven dou-
ble burials — mostly bunk tombs — and a collective grave
of four individuals. The anthropological studies were
able to identify 47 individuals; 47.9 % of the buried indi-
viduals had been sub-adults and 52.1 % of them had
been adults. The burials had been performed in accord-

ance with the burial rituals of the Unétice culture: A
majority of the skeletons had been laid out in a crouched
position on their right sides facing east and positioned
south-north to south east-north west. One grave was ori-
ented West-East while another contained an individual
crouched on his left side facing west.

The grave goods included 17 ceramic recepta-
cles including: eight cups, three beakers, a porringer, a
bowl, a handled pot, and a flagon, plus three Osenkopf-
needles, another bronze pin, which could not be cat-
egorized, a bronze pricker, three bone needles, a bone
pricker, three stone tools as well as animal bones. In five
cases, the incidence of verdigris on the bones indicated
that bronze wire ring jewellery had been adorned.

We were unable to categorize this material fine
chronologically, except for the finds from the wells which
had been filled in the later early Bronze Age. The type
chronology of the grave goods — similar to that of the
tomb architecture — is heterogeneous and dates back
to stages 2—4 according to B. ZicH (1996). The avail-
able radiocarbon data spans from the beginning of the
22" Century B. C. to the middle of the 18" century B. C.
Please consider that probe no. KIA 28362 is a charcoal
probe in which the more mobile humic acid fraction
may well have been admixed with more ancient or more
recent carbon impurities, e. g. through ground water or
pore or rainwater, respectively. The **C data from the
graves support the assumption that most likely, the
major part of the excavated settlement section dates
back between the 21 and the 20" centuries B. C. In
view of the chronological heterogeneity of the types of
grave goods and the relatively wide range of features,
but also due to the lack of crossovers in the excavated
settlement areas, it is quite likely that the dwellings may
not have existed simultaneously. Considering that we
completely registered all the graves that belonged to the
dwellings, the settlement in the excavated section may
very well have ended abruptly after two generations. It is
very likely that on this site two to three families may have
simultaneously lived in hamlet-like homesteads.

(Translation: Ariane Mondon)
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